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April Webinar Preview                                  
 

 
 
COMPOSTING 
Presented by Kira 
Burglund, School 
Recycling Specialist for 
Hennepin County  
 
The presentation for April 
will take place via webinar. 
Watch your inbox for 
details. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the President                                  
Linda Wilkins 

 

 
Hi Gardeners! Welcome to Spring 2020! 
 
The word that comes to mind currently is UNPRECEDENTED! I am shocked at this 
unbelievable virus and how it has swept across our world. It has presented us with a 
time when we are forced to clean our closets, start reading the stack of books on the 
nightstand, catch up with family and friends, and try not to gain 100 pounds. It is also 
a good time to write down three things for which we are thankful every day. 
 



I watched a documentary recently that took 
me away from world problems.The Biggest 
Little Farm is the beautifully told true story 
of John and Molly Chesters who established 
Apricot Lane Farm in Moorpark, California, 
with the goal of creating a sustainable farm 
in a perfect eco-system. Through many 
adversities, they kept on going. I would 
advise anyone who loves the earth and 
growing plants to put this on your must-see 
list. 
 
We will look back on this time and wonder 
how we made it through. However, think 
how we will appreciate times we can go out 
with friends and enjoy ourselves. 
Remember, we are strong and hard times 
only make us stronger. 
 
As you've probably heard, the plant sale will 
take on a different form this year. Gary and 
Mary are working hard on those plans, and 
details will be emailed to all members. 
Thank you so much Gary and Mary. 

 
Although our April meeting is cancelled, Kira Berglund's presentation on composting 
will be presented as a webinar. Get your questions ready. Details will be coming via 
email. 
 
Until we can all be together again to share our gardens... 

 

 

Available on Amazon Prime and many 
other streaming services. 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Editors 
Nancy Felice & Tom McKusick, Co-chairs 
                                

 

 
At first, I thought this edition of the Spray would be a gloomy list of cancellations, but 
I should known better working with a bunch of gardeners. (You'll never hear a 
gardener say, "Well, my daffodils didn't come up so I guess I won't do any gardening 
till next year.") Instead, our monthly meeting becomes a webinar and the plant sale 
morphs into a different type of event. Who knows better than gardeners how to 
adapt to unpredictable conditions (um...weather?). 
 



Also, this month we're looking ahead to the FFF Show. It's time to start thinking 
about entering your best photos. And this year's floral design theme is really for the 
birds. 
 
Finally, as a personal comment on Kirky's interview with Mary Maynard, I'd like to 
thank Mary for all her help showing me the ropes of editing the Garden Spray. Mary 
personifies "wit and wisdom" and reminds me that friendships are one of the 
greatest benefits of belonging to the MWGCM. 
 
-- Nancy Felice  

 

 
 

 

Flower, Food & Foto Show 
Judy Berglund, Chair 
                                

 

 
THIS YEAR'S FLORAL DESIGN THEME: "BIRDS OF A FEATHER" 
 
Announcing the 2020 Floral Design Division Classes for the Flower, Food, and Foto 
Show scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, August 22 and 23. 
  
The design classes are as follows: 

• Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Miniature design less than 6x6x6." 
• Snowy Egret: Floral design using white or cool colored blooms.   
• Macaw: Floral design using red or warm colored blooms. 
• Flamingo: Floral design using pink and pastel colored blooms. 
• Goldfinch: Floral design using gold, yellow/natural colored blooms.       
• Ostrich: A tall floral design. 

The materials used in the designs need to be "garden grown," but do not need to all 
come from your garden. The materials you might find at a farmer's market are often 
garden grown by local farmers. 
 
There are two classes for floral design: 
 
Amateur -- open to all who have won five or fewer first place awards in the design 
division of the flower show. 
Advanced -- open to all. 
 



This division 
historically has had 
few entries, but last 
year's response was 
wonderful. So get 
your creative juices 
flowing and keep up 
the great work with 
floral arrangements 
in this year's FFF 
Show. 
 
I want to thank my 
committee, after 
cancelling our 
meeting, for 
responding by email 
this year to organize 
our show in spite of 
the COVID-19 
situation.  

 

 

 

Some of last year's design entries. 

 

 
 

 

Plant Sale Committee            
Gary Geister, Chair 

 

 
THE PUBLIC PLANT SALE IS CANCELED,  
BUT THE PLANT SALE GOES ON! 
  
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Board of Directors and Plant Sale Committee 
have decided to cancel the Annual Plant Sale for the health and safety of the 
community and our members. 

I had ordered and received many plants for the sale before we made this decision. 
We have canceled orders where possible and will not order additional plants. Our 
goal now is to sell the plants that we have. 
  
We plan to have a pre-order plant sale where members, friends and neighbors can 
order from the plants we have available. The plant list and prices will be distributed 
by email at a later date. We will do our best to fill orders, but can't guarantee you'll 
be able to get every plant. It will depend on the quantities available. 
 
There will not be a 20% discount for members, but we anticipate most prices will be 
well below the discount price. As of now, pick up will happen at my house at 3615 
Wescott Hills Drive in Eagan. Members will be able to order in advance and then 



pick up plants at my front sidewalk or driveway with no physical interaction. It would 
be a good idea to coordinate your pickup with other members in your area and send 
one person. The amount you pay will depend on what is available to fill your order. 
This way we will avoid having to make refunds. 
 
The tentative dates for pick up are Friday, May 16 through Friday, May 22. 
Arrangements have not been finalized. As with most other things in the world right 
now, this is not set in stone. We will keep you updated as the sale date gets closer. 
  
In the meantime, enjoy some of these plants that will be available. 
 
Annuals 
 

  

Petunia Hybrida Ray™ 'Pink Halo'  Large, mounding, 
early flowering with yellow inside and pink outside 
blooms. Attracts butterflies and hummingbirds. 

  

Begonia 'Double Cherry Blossom'  Green foliage with 
double red and white bi-colored blooms. Blooms till 
fall. 

  

Petunia Crazytunia® 'Cosmic Purple' Intense purple 
with dark pink-edged flowers. 



  

Petunia Headliner 'Electric Purple Sky' 
The same breeders that brought us 'Night Sky' and 
'Pink Sky' petunias. It won't be officially introduced until 
next year but I got my paws on them at Carlin Plug 
Days for your enjoyment this year  

  

Impatiens Beacon® 'Violet Shades'  A new variety of 
impatiens that is downy mildew resistant. Fill your 
shade garden with this long-lasting, bright purple-
magenta impatiens. 

Perennials 
 

  

Lonicera 'Scentsation' honeysuckle vine (Lonicera 
periclymenum) A Zone 4 climbing perennial vine with 
fragrant yellow-to-white flowers. Not invasive, deer 
resistant with a long bloom time. Grows to 12 ft. or as 
high as your trellis.  

  

'Instant Karma®'  Elderberry (Sambucus nigra) A 
shrub with white-edge green leaves and lacy, fragrant 
white flowers in early summer. Deer and rabbit 
resistant. 

 
  

 

 
 

 



Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade 
Gardens           Carol Schreier & Kirky Otto, Co-chairs 

 

 
WE'LL HAVE NATIVE PLANTS FOR SALE, TOO 
In addition to the pre-order sale of plants at Gary Geister's home, there will be an 
opportunity to purchase Minnesota native plants in southwest Minneapolis on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 15 and 16. Some 400 plants (26 varieties grown by 
Glacial Ridge) will be available at Kirky Otto's home, 1404 West 61st St., 
Minneapolis (about 10 blocks east of Wagner's greenhouse on Penn Ave. at 61st St. 
in southwest Minneapolis). 
  
You will be able to email orders to Kirky and they will be boxed up and waiting for 
you. If you want to shop for plants and social distancing is still recommended, 
people will be welcome to shop inside the garage one at a time.  
 
Checks will be the best form of payment at this site. If you need to use cash, please 
have the right change, as we won't have cash on hand to make change.  
  
The full list of plants, all perennials, will be emailed to club members, along with 
directions. Here is a sample: 
 

  

 

Virginia 
bluebells  
 spring 
emphemeral 

  

Spotted bee 
balm 
for sun 



  

Rue 
anemone, 
shade forb 

  

Pasque 
flower 
for sun 

  

Dutchman's 
breeches 
shade forb 

  

Maidenhair 
fern 

  

Common oak 
sedge 

  

Lady fern 

    

  
 
-- Kirky Otto  

 

 
 

 

Marking & Publicity Committee                                   
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair 

 

 
With the cancellation of our Annual Plant Sale, we have withdrawn the paid 
advertising in the May/June Northern Gardener magazine, the MN State 
Horticultural Society eNews and the Southwest Journal. If you have already 



forwarded emails, passed out flyer or posted announcements on Facebook or 
NextDoor, please withdraw those as well. 
 
Look for emails in the coming weeks, which will provide details for the alternate plant 
sale for members. 
 
Looking forward: 
 
On Saturday, April 13, some MWGCM members were planning educational 
seminars at the Dundee Nursery and Landscaping in Plymouth. I assume this has 
been postponed or cancelled. We will keep you updated if the event is rescheduled. 
 
On Saturday, May 9, we had planned to have a MWGCM display table at the Mill 
City Farmer's Market in downtown Minneapolis. Stand by for additional information 
pertaining to this activity as well.  

 

 
 

 

Photography Committee                                   
Lloyd Wittstock, Chair 

 

 
SEND US YOUR PHOTOS BY JULY 31 
  
By all means start now if you plan to enter your photos in the FFF photo contests.  
 
Juried contest open to all  
The main event, which is juried, requires digital photos. There are 13 categories in 
which to submit up to three each (for a maximum of 20) JPEGs of your garden, club 
events, your favorite public gardens, natural landscapes and more. This part is open 
to all, but files must be received in time for judging. 
  
Members-only "People's Choice" contest 
Members may also send up to three prints with horticultural subjects, which will be 
posted at the FFF Show and voted on by anyone attending. This is the "People's 
Choice" contest, in which we receive and tally hundreds of ballots. We recommend 
5x7" prints, and no larger prints are accepted. 
  
Previous Photo Show Winners 
Previous People's Choice Winners 
2020 Photo Contest Rules 
 
To participate in both the photo contests and the show, you need to organize your 
photos soon, and later your plant materials, not to mention your schedule in early 
August. If you haven't taken part in any of these activities, give them a try. We would 
really love to see your photos.You will not only learn something, but you could get to 
know more of your club members and perhaps discover a few new favorite plants. 



  
-- Lloyd Wittstock and Andy Marlow 

 

 
 

 

Living History: Mary Maynard                                  
Fifth in a Series by Kirky Otto 

 

 
MARY MAYNARD, MEMBER SINCE 1989 
 
In 1989, Mary Maynard was invited to give her "Lazy Gardener" presentation to the 
Men's Garden Club of Minneapolis. She did that in October, saying she doesn't 
believe the club members knew what to think, being anything but lazy themselves. 
Vice president Kent Petterson invited her to join. Mary says she was often the only 
woman at a meeting, but she will always be grateful to Kent for his invitation. 
Although not all members were in favor of including women, "everyone was 
unfailingly kind and gracious." Gardeners are gardeners after all, and always share 
that. 
 
Mary was the first woman to serve as club president. The club directory that year 
was a pale pink and, Mary says, quite lovely. She'll never forget that year because, 
as president, she had to fire the caterer -- not fun! (Perhaps beloved caterer Agnes 
left shoes too big to fill?) 
 

 

 



Mary says the FFF is her favorite event of 
the year. She has been exhibiting since 
1995, and served as solo chair and as co-
chair with Nancy Bjerke and Margaret Hibbard for several years. "It took three of us 
to do the job Judy Berglund does by herself," she says. Mary's name is on every one 
of the club's trophies. Quite an achievement and an indication of how much she 
contributes. 
 
Mary is a vital member of the Annual Plant Sale committee, and was co-editor 
of The Garden Spray for five years, and editor for five years. She says she "could 
never give back to the club as much" as she has gotten from it. "It's been a great 
experience so far, and I hope to be able to contribute for many more years." 
 
Photo by Andy Marlow 
  

 

Judy Berglund presented Mary with the Foley 
Trophy for most points in the 2019 FFF 

vegetable competition. 

 

 
 

 

Membership Corner                                  
Kathy Lenarz, Chair 

 

 
It is a strange world we live in these days, but some things continue on as always. 
The robins are back. And yesterday, I did my first official gardening task: pulling up 
creeping Charlie in one of my flower beds. Doesn't that stuff ever quit growing? 
 
Our membership is now at 123. Deanna Lane joined in February. Al Bolduc joined at 
the March meeting. More about them in future editions of the Spray. 
 
WELCOME ANNE PFANKUCH 
 
I think you'll agree, Anne has an interesting name. It's pronounced "fan-cook," 
German for "pancake." She is originally from Appleton, Wisconsin, and moved to the 
Twin Cities area for school. For a number of years she provided continuing 
education for attorneys. 
 
Anne and her husband have two grown daughters who live in Denver and Seattle. 
Due to her husband's work travel, she took on raising the children as a full-time job, 
then worked at caring for his parents. She now labels herself "retired" but is as busy 
as ever. 
 
Anne attended some of our past programs and decided to join in January. 
She is active in the 45-member Mendota Heights Garden Club and was planning to 
hold their spring plant sale at her house. 
 
Anne's horticultural passion is trees. She is a member of the American Conifer 
Society and took a class on trees at the Denver Botanical Society. Her two-acre yard 



in West St. Paul includes oaks, evergreens, ironwood, buckeye, and dwarf conifers. 
She is eagerly planning what to add this year. 
 
WELCOME LINDA NEILS 
 
Linda picked up a MWGCM brochure, left it in a basket for a while, came to a 
meeting, and finally joined in February. Among other activities, she swims and does 
water aerobics at the Y about six days a week. 
 
When she tired of mowing the hill in front of her house, Linda got a grow light, and 
started a variety of seeds. When it came time for planting, she got out her trusty drill 
with auger attachment and went to work on that hillside, making a spot for each 
seedling. Over the years she has added other garden spots and eliminated more 
lawn. 
 
She remembers her mom having a small garden that included maroon and gold 
daylilies from the University of Minnesota. Linda grew up in St. Cloud, and enjoys 
returning to visit the Munsinger and Clemens Gardens there. 
 
She moved to the Twin Cities area to attend the U of M, where she majored in the 
humanities. She worked in a variety of jobs including teaching food science through 
the University Extension Program and working with school children. At one time she 
was in charge of a children's community garden in Wirth Park, working with 600 third 
graders on planting day! 
 
 

Every member bring a member.  
 

 
 

 

Board Meeting Highlights                                  
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary 

 

 
Highlights from the March 5, 2020 board meeting: 
  
The board reviewed and updated the 2020 budget after receiving additional input 
from committee chairs. The budget will be presented for approval at the March 10 
membership meeting. Although the club is projecting higher expenses in 2020 than 
in previous years, the club is still in excellent financial condition. 
  
To support Gary Geister and the Plant Sale, the board voted to advance funds to 
Gary Geister for the purchase of plants and materials. 
  
The board wants to remind members of the club policy regarding dinner reservations 
at membership meetings: a member will be billed for dinner if they are unable to 
attend after reserving, unless the meal can be resold. 



  
The board also wants to inform members and committee chairs that the club does 
not have a Minnesota sales tax exemption number. The club applied for exemption 
in a previous year, but was turned down. 
  
Also, the club's Arboretum membership cards are available to members. 
Contact John Cooke if you would like to use the Arboretum cards to visit the Arb. 
  
See a complete copy of the Secretary's minutes. 
  

 

 
 

 

2020 MWGCM Budget                                  
Bill Clark, Treasurer 

 

 
Click here to see the budget for 2020 approved at the March 10, 2020 club 
meeting.  

 

 
 

 

Treasurer's Snapshot                                  
Bill Clark, Treasurer 

 

 
   

As of February 3, 2020: 
 
U.S. Bank  
 
Beginning balance                      

Deposits 
 
Amazon deposit 
 
Checks paid 
                               
Ending balance  

 
 
 
 
$ 53,615.73 
 
$      934.00 
 
$          8.24 
 
$   2,582.22 
 
$ 51,975.75  

 

 
As of March 4, 2020: 
 
Royal Credit Union 
(Deane Fund) 
 
No deposits/withdrawals 

 
 
$ 69,649.17 

 



 
 
Total Funds 

 
$121,624.92 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2020 Meeting & Event Calendar 
 

  
April  
Composting  
Kira Berglund 
Webinar time TBD 
 
May  
Plant Sale & Native Plant Sale 
Dates TBD 
 
June 9 
Water Gardens 
Jan Schreir 
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum 
 
July 
Garden Tour TBA 
 
August 22 & 23 
Flower, Food & Foto Show 
U of M Landscape Arboretum 
 
  

 
September 8 
Winter Gardens 
Alan Branhagen 
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum 
 
October 13 
The Evolving Garden as We Age 
Roseanne Malevich 
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum 
 
November 10 
Caring for Trees 
Gary Johnson 
Lake Harriet Methodist Church 
 
December 8 
Holiday Party & Silent Auction 
 
  

 

  
 

 
 

 

2020 Officers & Directors 
 

  
Club Officers 
  
President 
Linda Wilkins 
Richfield 
 
Vice President 
Phoenix Heller 
Minneapolis 
 
Membership Secretary 

Directors 
 
Mary Barsness 
Prior Lake 
 
Suzanne Holt 
Minneapolis 
 
Linda Thompson 
Minneapolis 



Kathy Lenarz 
Richfield 
 
Recording Secretary 
Sue Clark 
Minnetonka 
 
Treasurer 
Bill Clark 
Minnetonka 
 
Past President 
Anne Spenningsby 
Minneapolis 
  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Garden Spray is published monthly by the Men's and Women's Garden Club of Minneapolis, Inc. for its 
members. The Men's and Women's Garden Club of Minneapolis is a not-for-profit, equal opportunity 
organization.  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 


