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April Dinner Meeting...

In the VegetableGarden
EnKarensen
Erika is the volunteer coordinatorfor ihe Minnesota
SiateHorticulture Society.Sheis leavlng MSHS to starra
community supported aSriculturefarm in Wisconsin.
An article on this subjectby Erika appearedin the
Januaryissueof the MtnnesataHorticultulist.
Erika's topic is "Organic cardeninS"
Shewill addressissuessuch as:
- What makesa garden organic?
" Garden preparatio4 spring and fall.
* Cardening from seedto harlesi.
* Somegood and better varieties.

Daie:

TuesdayApril 14,1998

Place: Lake Harriet United MerhodistChu.c!
49th and Chowen Avenue South
Time: Dinnpr
Ilusiness
Program
Cosi:

New Caterers

6:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

$7.50ifreserved in advance
$8.50ai ih€ door if mealsare availabte

The April dir|Iler is the tust month with ournew caterer,Don and Eliie Rahmanof Rahman,sCatering
and Consulting-Someof our membersfound them and rheir food at Calvarv and Wesiwood Luiheran
Churches.The board hopesyou witl be pleased It vou ha\ e any suggestLons
Letus know and we wjll pass

lmportantNote about Reservations
The 1998perman€ntreservationlist will remain in effectfor rhis meeiing.Check your maitinSlabet.If it
has a "p" or "pp" (one or two reservations)in the corneryou are on the pemanent tisr._If th;re is no ,,p,,
on your label,you areJ|ot on the permanenir€servarionlisi and must cal Diiector Kay Wolfe by Friday,
Apnl 10,io be assureda piaceat diiner. Ir you are on the pemranenrtist and will not;ftend,
),;u musi
noiify Kay by ihe samedeadlineoi rjsk being responsiblefor the costof your diner. Kay carbe reached
at 922-0762.I-eave
a messageonher voicemail if you can,t reachher in p€rsonof sendher an e_mailat
oppeMoue@rrlorldn€t.att.net.If you have resen ed . duuer .nd on Mond.) or Tuesdayyou hav€ an
€mergencywher€ you find you can't aitend,call Howard Berg.If the reservarioncan be sold to late
comersor drop-ins,you will not b€ bi ed.

A

The Editor'sDesk
Chuck Carlson
ManagingEditor
The MGCM Board of Direciors really
struggled with making arrangements for
the Dayton's - Bachman's Flower Show
outing. The flower show is a greatevent
and Lheshow itsef js alwaysmagnificent.
But the struggte was with the dinn€r
arrangements.PricesIor mealsdowntown
are high and we iry io make things as
economicalas possibleso everyonecan
participate.l4hen making our first
contact,the dinnei pric€ was in the S25
range and we couldn'thave the
"Skyroom". The board felt that for a nighi
out with our spousesthis price would
reduc€our attendancetoo much. Thus our
compromisewas to have box lunchesev€n
though these,too, are pricey. Theretras
beenmuch discussionby the board to
eliminate the outing and return io a
normal dinner meetinSat the church.
Maybe some ofyou rememberthat the
Dayion's - Bachman'souting was not
always on ihe calendarofevents.Make
your Lhoughtsknown on the subjeci.
The board has decided to conduct a
sul\ey. We hope you will participaie.We
want to keep rhe club sirong and vibrant,
and to provide the memberswith what
they want. lf somelhingbothersyou or
you have suggestionsthat arc not covered
by the survey, pl€aseadd them in ihe
spaceprovided at ihe end of $e survey.
All suggestionswill be s€riouslyconsid,
eted. We realLywotlt the cl b ta beloltr cl b.
The survey will be passedout ai a
dinner meeiing and mailed to thosenot
attendinS.Pleasereium your responsesas
directedby th€ survey.

A

Coming
Attractions
Tuesda, April T 7130PM
Board of Directorsmeeiing
Walt Muel€gger'shouse
Tuesda, April 14 -6:30 PM
MGCM Dinner Meeiing
Lake Harriet United Meihodist Church
49ih & Chowen Avenue South
SaturdayApril lS 10:30AM
carden Club Fair
MinnesotaLandscapeArboretum
SaturdayAprit 18 8100AM
MSHS District 5 Spring Fling
RobbinsdaleCommunity Ed. Ceniei
Tuesday,April 28 - 7:30PM
Board of Directorsmeeting
Chuck Carlson'shouse
Tuesday May 5
Plant Saleand Auction
Westwood Luiheran Church
9001Cedar Lake Road
St. Louis Park
TheGardenSpny is pr$lish€d monthly
by ihe Men s Gard€n Club of Minneapolis,lnc.,for its membersand
friends. The Men s Carden Club of
Minneapotisis a not-for-profit, equal
opportunity organization.
Managing 8ditor.........Chuck Carlson
ProductionManager ... Andy Marlow
Staff..............................
Tim McCauley,
Mary Maynard, Margaret Hibberd
Howard Beig,and Bob Stepan.
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Mary's Meanderings
by Mary Maynatd, Presi.lentMCCM
And now it's April. It's really spring
- not like lhat pseudo-springwe had ia
February.A time for renewal and growth.
And sadnessas well, as we hav€ said
farewel to our good friend Burton Deane.
The only problem
with belongingto a
club lile MGCM is
that you gei to
know so many good

&ey're gone.
Things are
going great guns
ulder L\e lights in
my basement-Flats
of seedlingsand
cuthngs are perched
precariouslvunder
the shop lights, and
the cat is usually
sleepingunder ihe
Iights on the heai mat.I'm hoping thar I'll
have some things hardened off in iime for
the Plant Auction in May. I will also be
tooking at perennialsin the gardenro s€e
what should be divided and brought in to
the sale.The more I give away, the more
spaceI hav€ for new thingsl
I'm spendinga fan amomt of time
wearmg a path along ihe edge ofmy
borders ihis time of the year, looking for
the filst si$s ofnew growth.I'm wondering wheth€r some of the Zone 5 thirgs
will come back this year,sincer|'e had
such a mild wintef. I have hopesfor ihe
agastache'Heather Queen' and artemesia
'Powis Castle' bui we'll have io see.
And I'm wondering how someof rhe
other new things fared,sincel've never
had any experiencewith tlem before.

I'm hoping ihat the new verbascum
'SouthemCharm'came through the
winier Ior anothernice show this yeat
although the catatoglsted it as either
Zone 4 or Zone 5 dependingon which
page you looked ail
I see,too, that the rabbits had a feast
on my shrub rosesover the winter. (eeps
me from worying about how ro prune
them, since it's done by ihe time spring is
here.I do fee1l,erysmug about havjng
pmned my grapevinesduring dormancv
ior once.Usuallt I'm out ther€ ln April,
and fien €very pruned end drips sap for
days afterward and I feel so griliy, even
though rhe grapevinesseemto do just
Bv the time you read this, I hop€ ro
have used my "new" shrcdder for the firsr
time this spring. This was a purchasetuom
the Plant Auction last year, and I have had
a 8?eattime i{'ith itl I am very grateful io
Howard Berg for donating it to ihe club
for the auction last year. I have dreamsof
outstandingcomposial.ldmulch for years
I'm jooking forward to hearingfrom
Erika at our April meeting.I hope shecan
tell me how io keep ihat leaf,sporfrom
attackmgmy tomatoesl

Ap h id . . .
An insectpesi that;nphestsgardens,
pheastson prize specimens,pheeds
voraciously,makesgalden€rsphoam at
ihe mouth, stamp their pheet,and urter
phour letter words. Noi only that rhey
never phast,never pay a phee aJldare nor
particularly pheeble.Boydid tltisgire the
compltters
spellclEckela uarkaut.
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I n m em or iam ...

GardenClub
BurtonDeane Education
1 9 3 1 -1 998
Day

ln March we lost a lont time m€mber of the Men's carden CIub of Minneapolis. BuJtonDeanewas a memberfor 22
yearsand servedth€ club well.
His service was not limited to
MGCM.In his occuparionas a social
worker for 34 years,he served.ln two
chuiches, Westminster Presbytedan and
Faith Baptist,he sewed. For Hennepin
Park system,he serv€d.
Burton was a gardener,dabbtedin
magic and loved rhe outdoors through
hiking, camping and nature srudies.I
know thai thosewho tot to know him will
miss him. Even those in the club who
didn't know him personallywil miss him
at the tablehaj..dingout name badgesar
€vely meeting.So every time ),ou look at
ih€ round dots on your dinner meeting
badge,think oI Burton Deane.To his ;ife
Betty and his brother-inlaw ceorge
Mccollough (aisoa MGCM member)we
offer oul condolences.

Apr il 18, 1998
On SaturdayApril 18 b€t$,eenand
10:00AM and 3:00PM, the Mimesora
LandscapeArboretum is holdingits first
Galden Club EducationDay.
Dispiays wiU be presentedby
vadous clubs in the audirorium and
lectureswill bepresentedin the class
rooms of the Snyder Building. Topics are:
Herbs in your Life, Down & Dirry with
Daylilies,GeneralRoseCare,How to Dry
and PreseweFlowers,RaisedBed &
SquareFoot cardening Techniquesand
New to Me Perennials. MCCM membels,
Archie Capleand Eldon Hugeten willbe
among the lecturers.
Ba$ Berosikis settingup our
djsplay bui needsh€lp to staffit. Barb
would like six individuals to iake careof
threeshifts (9:30to 11:30AM, 11:30ro 1:30
PM, and 1:30to 3 PM). This witl be a way
to p/omoie our club and our pubtic
gardentour. Not only thai, thoseattendin8 might leam somethingnew abour
8ardeftng.

A Note About
Memorials
Corn and Fish
II you decide to give a memorial in
honor ofsomeone who has died, and you
want to designateMGCM or someother
organization, send it d;iectly to the
organization.If MGCM receivesa memodal we wiil send a lette! to the family
notmg the giver and condolences.
When
directing memorialsto MGCM, send them
to TreasurerHoward Berg.

cive a man someearsof corn and he
will eat for a day. T€achhim how io plani
com and he will eat for years.Cive a man
a fish and he will eat for a day, but teach
him how to Iish and he wiII sit in a boar
and drink beerail day.
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Board
Meeting
Minutes
Walt Meuhleeger,Secrctary
March 3, 1998
AII memb€rs were
Secr€tary'sR€port:
Minutes of the February 3, 1998
Board Meeiing w€re approved.
Treasuiels Repoit: Th€
Feb.28, 1998report was
presentedand approved.

New Business
Chuck Carisons€ntMarilyn
B.umer a list of membersfor ihe aibore,
Howard BerSordered the pumpkin
and sunflower seeds.
Doug Wftihrey and Bob Voigt wil be
askedto ch€ckour tax statuswith rhe IRS.
\Editor'snote:Thisis a condetlsed
persionof the baardnleetingnitnteg tf n
unabridgal oersiotlis eededit is aoailable
Jaan Saretary lt'/altel Mlrchlegger.)

New
Members

Commitlee Reports
Flower, Food and Foto Show: First
coirmrtte€ meeting was heid and is off ro
a good staft.
Gartlcn Sptay: Needs ediioriats and

Mary G. Brown
9300Old CedarAvenue #119
Bloomington.MN 55425-24007
Phone: 885-0913

Membemhip: Approved apptications from Mary Brown and RaeAnn

RaeAm P. Vandeputte
4704Zenith Avenue Sourh
Minn€apolis,MN 55410
Phone:925-5018
E-mailrrvandeputte@pionee$ofr.com

Plant Auction: Tim reporredthat the
committee held their first meeting and has
everything under conifol
Tours: The tour cornnittee has mei
and things are siarting to mI].

Old Business
Barb Berosik is working rhe April
18,1998EducationFair ar rhe Arboretum.
Maury Lindblom j$ working on
committee duties definition.
It was decided to have a club survey.
Slide show snip-its wiil be shown ar
tuture bus;nessmeetings.
Patment has beensent foi a MSHS
brick for Don & Vi Powell'smemoriat
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ShrubRose...

Flowerof the Month
By lexy olsan
The Ilower oI the month is the shrub
rose.Thereare too manyvadeties io Ist
ihem all, so Ihave selectedtwo excelleni
winter hardy vadetieswhich wi]l add
color and beauty to any garden.
The inst variety is 'Winnipeg Park'
one of the PaJklands€riesdevelop€dar
the Morden Afboretum. This varieryis
hardy, repeaisbloom rapidly and is ideal
as a bedding plani. It was introduced in
1990arLdh'as named for the City of
wnuipeg Park and RecreaiionDepartment centennialin 1993.
Th€ plants aie bushy
and averageabout three
feet high and three feet
across.The flowers are
medium red arld slightly
fragrant.The blooms
averageabout iivo to
threeinchesacross,have
22 petais,and are pro,
duced in clustersof one io
four blooms.lt has
moderateto good rcsistance
to powdery mildew and biack
sPot.
This vari€ty makes
excellentplants for con,
tainer planting. To winter:
dormant spray, tie canes
into a bundle, water wel,
Iay flat on th€ Bround, use
rodent bait, cover with lots of ieaves,and
hold leavesin placewith chickenwire.
Uncover by the middle ofApril and the
plantis ready to take off.
The secondvariety is'Robusta',
which inmy humble opinion is one of th€
most glorious shrub rosesof them all. Ii is
a Kord€sii whose hardinesshas been

reinforcedby crossingit again wiL\ Rosa,
rugosa.
It is mosi attractiveeven without
blooms as the foliage is dark green,
leatheryand very glossy.It is a vigorous
grower up to five feet and mak€s a nice
bushy plant. This variety repeaisbloom
faster than any i-loriblrnda I krow. The
fiowers are single,bright red and in
clusters,phrs ihey are stighrly fragant. As
the ptantbecomesmore established,the
clustersofbloom increasein number.
Ii is winterhardy, hoh'ever in
somewinters dieback
may occur.This is no
problem-jusi cui
off the dead wood,
(organicmatter is
best).It responds
quickiy and by lune ii
is onceagain its vigorous,
Slorioussel{.This variety
needsroom, thereforeit is best
n a larger garden.
Jerry Olsonhasbeen!:tn
MGCM membersi ce 1957.
Ifyak haoen't 1ethim Vo
arc filsstngsaniething
in
life asa gardenef.He is
knou asMr. Rose
ahd is
atianalLy
recognized.
He euen
hnso rase amedafter him. He
writesJor TheMinnesotaHorticllltltrist.His
Blaomigtongarden,asyou mighterpect,is a
rosegarden@ithhundrcdsof rases.
I u der
stafidhesuppliesrosesin greatabrmdance
to
and hischurch.lf you haoe
fie ds,neighbots
a q estlonabautroses,ask|etry.
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TheBaneof the Garden:
a-a
.

)r ugs !

The damaSejs clear-holes chewed
through themiddle ofleaves of your
hosta,swe€twilliam, Shastadaisy and
oth€r gardenplants, with no sign of the
chewingculprit. No b€etles,caterpillafsor
other chewing insects or their larvae to b€
found anl.where.The guilty party is none
of the above,but a creatureof the nightthe garden slug.
Slugsare in the mollusk family, with
more than 30 speciesin the United States.
They come in whiie, lavender,pale
yeliow, purple ornearly black with brown
specksand with biack or brown mottling.
They range in size from hatf an inch to the
seveninch bananaslug-Mimesoia slugs
are giay, brown, black or combinations
thereofand are one to iwo incheslong.
A slug's body is 80%water. lt can
lose up to 19%of its body waier conient
and still suwive. A greaterlossthan this
and L\e slug will die. To keep from
dehydraiing during ihe h€at of daylight
hours, slugs hide under clumps or soil, a
planter,a rock, a board, in mulches,or
anyfting elseihat is cool and damp. Slugs
arc most active iwo hours beforeand after
sunseiand duJing cloudy, ramy days.
Slugsare h€rmaphroditic(ma1eand
femalein one body) but require another
slug to fertilize the eggsthai eachcarry.
Eachslugcan lay 300small transparent
eggsin clust€rsof25jusi below the soil
surface, which hatch in 30 days or less,
dep€nding on the temperarure.Popr ation explosions b€gin in ltme from eggs
thai have wintered over and continueat
an exponentialrat€ throughout th€
balanceof the growing season.
Cardening practicesthat encourage
slugs include using mulches,plant

materialsthat are closetogeiher shade
areas,plant debrislefi in ihe rows, boards,
stonesand other materialslhatprovide a
cool daytime hiding p1ace.Condirionsihai
make for happy siugsmake for unnappy
garcleners.
Control m€asu.esfall into two
categorres:
. Non-chemical- materialsto form
barriersor by physical removal
. Chemical use ofpoisonous and
nonpoisonouschemicals

Non-chemical
Have residenttoadsin your garden;
they eatmany ins€ctsand slugs.Besure k)
provide waiei and sheltei,so vour toad
has a cool placeto spend during daylight
Put bariers around plants and
gardenbeds using materialsthat annoy or
injure sluts: wood ashes,sharp sand,
number 2 chicken8rit, crushedgranite,
diaiomaceousearih (naiural grade not
pool grade which hasbeen treatedchemi
cally),pine needles(usethe coarseiype
such as Scotchand R€d pine, prefcrably
shredded)and one and a haumch wide
strips of copper.
Thesebarrierswork to somedegree,
but lose their effectiveness
when r^'ei,
especiallyihosethat are hater soluble.
When the surfaceofcopper oxidizesand
iorms a patina, the copper'srepellinS
electricalshocksare eliminated.
Another non-chemicalmethod us€sa
hand sprayercontaininga solution of 50%
ammoniaand water to coat the slugs.This
works bestin d1eearty momhg or durin8
the day after a rain.
Hand picking, when slugs aie acrive,
destroysa lot ofslugs. Another good iime
to hand pick is duringearly spring cleanuP when the winter mulch is removed.
This helps remove adults that wintered
(catltinuedonprsc 8l
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over. Be sure capturedslugsare kitled by
putting them in a salt solution or by
crushing rhem mechanicatly.

Useof Chemicals
Use containersas baii siations,
baited with nonpoisonous materials which
attract stugs and which they crawl into
and drown. Baitscan be beer,a mixture of
yeastajld molasses,hon€y and \^aier ( 6
teaspoonsof hon€y in a pint ofwater), or
a commercialy produced attractanr.Use
one trap for every 10 square feer. If the
inlestaiion is heavy you willn€ed to clean
out and destfov t]le dead slugs and re,bait
the traps eachmoming. The addiiion ofa
little flour to the traps willpreven he
slugs from crawling away.
Chemicalbaits containingpoison are
anoth€raltemative.Metaldehydeand
metaldehyde/carbarylcombinationsare
effectivein destroyings1ugs.They comein
p€iletized,meal or liquid form. They
causethe slug to secreteenornous
amounts of mucous,eventuallyleading to
dehydration and deaih.They can be used
around food plants.
Melhiocarb bait paralyzesthe stug so
it carnoi seekshelterfrom th€ sun,
causingit to dehydrateand die. Ir cannot
be used around food crops.Baftsshould
be scaiteredraLherthinly around ptants,
(not in mounds or piles) after warering or
a rain and in the evening. They work besr
if rain does not occur within 48 houis. I
prefer a bait calledCorry's Slug and Snail
Death, which is a metaldehyde in meal
fonn, which makes it Iess attractive to
birds and other animals.
In 1994,an article in Itr?e Cardenhg,
told of using a solution of aluminum
sulfate in the late fall before ihe ground
freezes.This will kill the slug eggmasses

justbelow the soil line. A solution of 3
tablespoonsoI aluminum suifareper
gallon of water is used to treat four
delphinium sizeplanis.I have used this
method wiL\ ali ou! peremiais and have
found it very promising. By cutting back
the concentrationin the fall you can repeat
the procedurein early spring just befofe
the plants break dormancy.If youi soit is
very acid, you should treat only in the fal
and testyour soil in the spring, Add lime
if the pH is getting too ]ow. The newest
weapon ber.rgtestedin Englandio
eliminatesluSsis the use of a speciJic
speciesofnematode thai attacksar1dkills
th€ €gg mass€s.This may ba rhe ultimaie
answerin the battle with the garden s1u8.
The secreito controlling slugs is to
useall your weaponscontinuously,never
allowing a populaiion explosionto occui.
Ifyou do not battle them early, you're
H€re a(e somerelerencesfor further
study:
. ConlrollingLaronandCdldenlllsects
by SusanRoth, ProjectEdiior Ortho
Book, Chevron ChemicatCompany
]947
. Fi e Gardening,October 1994
Tauton Press,Inc.
. Handbaok
of Nat ral Insectand Diseise
Corfldl, Barbaiaw. Ellis and Fem
Marshall BradleyRodatepress,1992
. ArganicPlantPratectiofl,RogerB.
Yepse&lr. RodalePress,Inc., 1976
(Abauttheau|lor: letry hasbeena
hlembelof MGCM since1977. Ifi 1982hewas
prcsidentof tlleclubandin 1988theBrcnze
Medaluji ne/.He is an actipenvmberaJthe
MSHS,TheTthdislict, the RackGnrden
Sacietyandotlw specialtV
clubs.He and his
uife Leehaxea St.Paulga e uhichisoneaJ
theJlnestit1thearea.Ifit isn't in theirga en,
it .loesfl'tglou i11zane4. Jerryis rc!tued
frant
the St.Paulschoalsystem.)
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The Bearded
lris
by Llayd Weberantl Pauj Lee
The word iris is taken directly from
the Greek word;ris which meansrainbow.
In fact, Iris was the Goddessof the Rain,
bow aJId rhe Messenger oi the cods.
The irjs is truly the rainbow flower
as all colors can be found in irs flowers
irom pure white to alnost black.ln L\e
wild there are over 200kinds of idsesand
wift hybridization th€se
numbershave been
multiplied many times.
The iris flower is
trtpa ite and has
aichitecturalqualities
appealingto Sardeners,
designersand artists
alile. The flower is
composedof three
upright p€talscaI€d
standardsand three
downward or horizontal petalscalledfalls.
Someiris flowers have a rufted row of
colored bristl€ssittinSupon ihe falls that
is called a beard.This articlewitt be
confineclto ihos€iris class€scontaininga
beard in their flowpr
The beardediris group is divided
into six classesbasedon size,form and
maturity:
Miniature Dwarf B€arded(MDB)
H€ight 3" to 8'iaII
bloom siz€ 2' to 3" acioss
bloom seasonstarting mid-April
Standard Dwarf Beafd€d(SDB)
Height 8" to 15"tall
bloom size3'to 4" across
bloom seasonstarting mid-May

lntermediate Bearded(IB)
Height 15 to 28" tall
bloom size4' to 5" across
bloom seasonmid-May ro early June
Border Bearded(BB)
Height 15' to 28"
bloom size 4" to 6'across
bloom seasonstarting end of May
Miniature Tall B€arded(MTB)
Height 15 to 28"
bloom size2" to 3 across
bloom seasonstaring end ofMay
Tall Beard€d (TB)
Height28'ro45+"
bloom size5'and more across
bloom season€nd ofMay to
tateJune
Someadditional items of inierest
about iheseclassesare:
. MDB ar€ the smallestand are ideal
for rock gadens and in front of
. SDBliave had a big demand from
crty garden€rsso hybridizershave
beenspurred to give rhesesmaller
irisesall the colom and pafternsof
the tall beardedclass.They alsofii
nic€tyin front or slightly back in rhe
. IB ar€ a stepdown in size from tatt
beard€dand bloom somewhar
earlier.Thesealsohave been aided
recentlyby many new inrroductions.
. BB are junior versionsof tall beafded
and bloom about the sametime.
. MTB are aiso called "Table lrises,,as
they have the long sl€ndersiemsand
proportional flow€rs rhar work weI
m arianging and designjng.
. TB are fie "Queen Ladies,,of rhe iris
world, the last to bloom and with
magnificent,large flowers. They
ieatureevery color of the rainbow
and an incrediblearray ofparterns.
The color pattems may be setf (one
(continlte.t
ot1page10)
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color).bi,tone, bicolor or plicara,
which Is a gound color stippled,
siitched, or veined with another
cotor. The flowers may b€ ruffled,
lac€d,or have a texlure smooih as
silk.
Iris are purchased as rhizomes, a
swollen horizonial stem Irom which rhe
roots and fans ofleaves grow.Iheyneed
at least six hours of sunlight to perform
well and especially need wel drained
light soit. \ /hen planting be sure that ar
Ieaston€-halfof Lheihizome is above
ground with the roots farured out underneaih. Crowding with other plants can
pose a probl€m as adequaieair circularion
is necessaryto prevent disease.
The most se ous diseaseof iris is
bacterialrot. This diseasecanbe recognized when leaveswilt or iall over and th€
rhizome has an areaof mushy rissue.The
treatment is to remove ihe mushy area
from the rhizome with a spoon, scraping
genily io remove all solt tissue,then
wetting the areawith tullstrengih liquid
Clorox. Keep the rhizome clearof soil and
the rotted aiea should h€al over.
Iris is susceptibleto somefungal or
leafspots.It usually startsat the top of
ieavesand progrcssesdown. Leafspoi caJl
be more of an esthetic probl€m ihan a
threat to the plant. When you notice smal
spotsor str€aks,justcut off rhe leal below
The only major insectrllrearto the
iris is the iris bor€r. Left unchecked it can
raisehavoc on an iris garden.If you
noticed the signsof the borer in the past
summer, the eggs are in the soil ready to
hatch this spring and you best go on the
offensive early.
The surestmethod to control the
borer is to note on a calendarwith a big X

each day when th€ t€mperature reaches70
degrees. On of immediatety after the third
da, sprayyour iris with Cygon Il-E
accordingto recornmendeddirections.
Then you wil need to r€pearwith CySon
again after two weekstime. By this time,
you should have killed 90%f the larvae
which would come to the surface.
I! is wise to keep your irjs bed weed
free and cleaned of any d€bris ro help
prer,'ent.theiris moth from finding an etg
nyrng srte.
In the winter is when irisarians
eagerlyawait the annual caralogsfrom
Srowersaround the country. We have
generateda list {or thoseinter€sted.It wi]]
be postedat our generalmeering and is
also avajlabletom the Splrv ediror.
Thereare many web pagesabout
iris€s.The placeto siart is the American
Iris Societypage at htip://
www.isomeaia.com/homes/ais.The ArS
recentlycelebraiediis 75thanniveisary
and rs a great organization.Th€y have a
quarterly bull€tin loaded wirh information
about growin& exhibiting and hybddizrng iris.
Our local Mini€sota Iris Socieiyis
also loaded with tal€nr and wisdom. If
you have an Dterest in the Socieryor any
quesiionsabout iris, pleasecall Lloyd or
Patti at 572 8158
(Abouttheautllors:Llaydand Pattijoined
MGCM in 1997.The! arcon lheFtouer,Foad
|nd FotoShouandPlanl Auctioncomnittees.
Their Fidle! gadetl hasboth slot and shade
Jlouercwithperen ialsprcdaninating.tns
aboia sly playi bigpdrt but it alsoinctudes
Ilostas,
daVlilies,
andrcsesintercpersed
uith
annualsfor adfudcalar.lnterestsbesides
gardeningale golf, theater,traoel nnd gnndchildrell. Both ttre in LhedentalfieV will their
ollie in Brooklyn CenteL)
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April Garden
Tips
Apply dormant oil spray on appl€
treesprior to buddinS out.

At the end of April remove the iop
layer ofcover from your rosesand

At the end of April removeany

When soli can be worked without
creatingsticky bals, you can direct
seedpeasand other cool season
vegetables.Mid-April you canput
out cool seasontransplantsof
onions,cabbage,brocco[, etc.,bui
keep in mind they may have io be
Proiectedand they mustbe coveied
during any hard frost.

Checkbulbs for the start of spoutjngIf cov€r isn't removed you will have
long white leaves.But cover again if
a hard freezeis predicied.
Cut fallblooming raspberrycares to
the ground. Summervarietiesof
raspberriesonly produce on last
yearscanes,so irim oui 1/3 of last
yeals canesat mosr.

Photosfrom
f anuary
Meeting
(AbaL)e:
NatianalDiectar BiUHull kJt) inducts1998
afice6, itlcluding Diteclar tr 1y WoUe,Trenslmr Halua
B1:ryand DitectotTil Mccaulcy.At ngh, Maury Linblom
jains thennk of MGCM PastPresidents
ashehandsaoer
thejab ta 1998Prcside ! Mary Maynafi, the t'irctt'enale
nembel to holdthat ofice.)
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CTUB OFFICERS:
President:
MaryJ.Maynard

4375DartAve. So.,St.Louis Park,MN 55424
Vice'President:Eldon Hugelen
7473West 142ndSlreet,Apple Valley, MN 55124
Se.retary:WaIt Muehlegter
715Lone Oak Road,EaSa&MN 55121
Tr€asurcr Howard H. Berg
10107LakeviewDr-, Mimetonka, MN 55305
PastPresid€nt:Maurice Lindblom
5219Malibu D ve, Edina,MN 55436

DIRECTORS:
CharlesJ. Carlson
1001HackmanCircl€,Fridlet MN 55,132
Tim Mccauley
325West 82nd Streei,Chaska,MN55318
RitchieMiler
4249 Tr{in Oak Lane, Robbinsdale, MN 5542
Kay woue
2740Florida Ave. So.,Minneapolis,MN 55426
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