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Meeting Preview
All About Peonies
with Laverne Dunsmore of Country Gardens Peony Farm,
Delano
Tuesday, February 8
Lake Harriet United Methodist Church
4901 Chowen Avenue South
Minneapolis
6:00 p.m. Boxed Dinner ($13.00 per person)
6:45 p.m. Business meeting
7:00 p.m. Program
To reserve a boxed dinner, choose your sandwich from the attached list and email
Linda Wilkins or call 612-597-6200 to state your preference by Thursday, February 3, at
4:00 p.m. The cost is $13.00 which includes a boxed meal and water. As expected,
masks are required except during our dinner.
Remember: if you are someone who is marked as a "regular" but choose not to attend
in person, you need to notify Linda or you will be charged $13.00.

From the President
Linda Wilkins
It seems to me that every beautiful garden is the result of cultivating and growing a
variety of plants, bulbs, and select seeds. The variety of each garden is a beautiful blend
of individual shapes, colors, and heights that takes my breath away. It fills me with awe
to look at the result of all the different combinations and groupings. Each flower or shrub
contributes its own attributes to the entire garden.
Our club is a lot like that. We have over 100 people who come from many walks of life.
They have one thing in common and that is a love for gardening. They come to learn and

share their love of gardening. MWGCM members have been gathering each month for
80 years now. And each year is a little different depending upon the variety of speakers
and members. In addition, each year a new set of leaders step up out of the pool of
members and each member contributes his or her talents at one time or another.
Congratulations MWGCM! 80 years of being one of the best garden clubs around. I am
so glad to be a part of this organization.

Tour Committee
Robert Kean, Chair
Tour Committee Plans Two Tours for this Summer
The first tour (tentatively Tuesday June 21 or Tuesday June 28) would be a progressive
tour format as in previous years; featuring appetizers and drinks at the first garden and
desserts at the second.
Please contact me if you would be willing to be one of the gardens. If you are considering
it but have any questions or concerns, please email Robert Kean or
call 612-250-7693 and we can discuss.

Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade Gardens
Carol Schreier & Mary Helebrant, Co-chairs
Looking for information on native plants?
If you're interested in learning more about a particular native plant you’ve seen (including
photos to make sure you're searching the right name), here are a few reliable websites.
These are not the sites where you can submit a photo to get the name. They’re for times
you want to know the fine points – best growing conditions, history, uses, height ranges,
etc. Here are some of my favorites.
Kirky Otto is sharing some of her favorite resources.

Deane Fund Grant Update
A new and unique perspective of the gardens established
on Lake Harriet courtesy of the Deane Foundation: From
the lake itself!
-- Paul Waytz

Annual Plant Sale
Gary Geister, Chair

Tuesday, May 10
Noon to 6:30
St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church
3450 Irving Avenue South
Minneapolis
I have ordered a large supply of perennials from Rush Creek Growers. Mary Maynard
has ordered annual bedding plants from Gerten’s (replacing a previous grower no longer
in business).
In the last couple of years, I have not been able to get the popcorn plant but this year I
have placed an order from a supplier in Florida. Keep your fingers crossed.
Here’s another preview of this year’s plants.
-- Gary Geister

ANNUALS
Red Shrimp Plant
A tropical plant that attracts hummingbirds. Grows 1 to 2
ft. tall when planted in full sun. The blossom is closer to
dark salmon with hints of yellow.

Petunia Veranda™ Double Compact Lavender
Veranda™ Double Compact Rose Pink
Double petunias have been available for some time, but this
will be a first for our sale. Best used at the edges of your
containers in full sun. Consistent double flowers extend above
the foliage canopy for a dramatic presentation.

Petunia Glamouflage™ Grape
A new petunia this year with eye-catching cream and
green variegated leaves and purple blooms. Very thick
waxy leaves look almost like a succulent. A compact
slower-growing petunia when planted in full sun.
Deadheading and cutting back extends blooming. Can be
cut back hard.

Succulent Sedeveria ‘Pink Granite’
Grows slowly upright but then bends along the ground or
over the container. Pink and mint green chubby leaves.
Works well as a spiller in your container

PERENNIALS
Salvia Argentea
Fuzzy gray leaves look like overgrown lambs’ ears, but
this is a clumping plant and does not spread. First saw
this in Mary Maynard’s front yard and has been at the
plant sale for many years. Usually classified as a
biennial, this one is classified as a perennial (from
Bluebird Nursery). The plant blooms the second year. I
would remove the bloom before it blooms for a better
chance of coming back the following year. Time will tell.

Salvia nemorosa ‘Violet Riot’
A zone 3 perennial with vivid violet blue flowers on 22-inch
tall plants when planted in full sun. Can rebloom if
deadheaded with its first bloom in late spring

Astilbe C. ‘Amber Moon’
A taller astilbe reaching 3 feet emerging in the spring with
chartreuse yellow leaves tinged with red leaves which
change to chartreuse green in summer. Red stems with
rose pink flowers. Great for cutting. A zone 4 shade plant
blooms in mid-summer.

NATIVE AND SHADE GARDEN
The selection of native plants in our annual sale brings back many favorites from last
year. We’re pleased to announce the addition of these plants new to the 2022 sale.

Cardinal Flower
Lobelia cardinalis
An important nectar source for hummingbirds and swallowtail butterflies.
Prefers moist to wet soil in partial sun. One of the few natives with true red
color. 24-48”

Little Blue Stem
Andropogon scoparius (Schizachyrium scoparium)
A drought-tolerant, warm season grass. Begins growing in
late spring and continues until first killing frost. Green to
bluish grass, turns reddish after frost. 12-24”

Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepsis
Extremely heat and drought tolerant. Bunchgrass featuring
symmetrical growth. Very short, individual flower clusters. 24-36”

Purple Poppy Mallow
Callirhoe involucrate
Chalice-shaped magenta flowers on trailing foliage. Excellent in
a rock garden or as ground cover. Individual plants can spread
three or more feet in width. Blooms early summer to fall. 12”

Reminder: Sign up for Plant Sale "Opportunities"
Thanks to everyone who signed up to help with the Plant Sale at January's club
meeting. We still need more! List of volunteer needs. If you won't be able to sign up in
person at the club meeting, please email Mary Maynard to offer your services.

Website Committee
Kate Ladner, Chair
Now that the garden has gone to sleep (and Gary and Mary have said absolutely no
more online plant sales!), we're ready to tackle some improvements and additions to the
MWGCM website. We would love to have more members on our committee.
Topics we'll discuss include:
Critiques/suggestions for the current website
New pages
Layout for the Photo Contest pages
If you'd like to join the website committee or want more information, contactKate
Ladner.

Membership Corner
Kathy Lenarz, Chair
MWGCM Directories
Yes, we have new directories! If you don’t have one yet, you can pick one up at the
February meeting, or we will mail one out to you. When you get your directory, check
your own information; if you see errors, email Kathy Lenarz or Mollie Dean.

New Members
Three new members have joined in 2022. Please welcome Lindsay (Louie) Wirtanen, Jill
Krieger, and Marie Schaefer. More about them in a future Garden Spray.

We’re happy to introduce three new members who joined in 2021.
ALEX STANLEY
Alex grew up in Vermont where, she says, if you didn’t like the weather, you just had to
wait fifteen minutes. Gardening there was a challenge. She has never considered herself
a “city person,” but after law school in Rhode Island, and jobs in Boston and Charlotte,
North Carolina, Minneapolis had the right amount of green space and parks to put down
roots.
Alex and her husband, who is from Portland, have lived here for four years. Their home
had a plum tree and a few peonies when they moved in. They have planted flowers in the
“hell strip” next to the street, acquired hostas from new friends and neighbors, and have
given roses a try. Alex was inspired to grow tomatoes and other vegetables from seed,
and the last couple of years have seemed like a good time to do so, despite heat and
drought. She is looking forward to sharing her enthusiasm with other gardeners.
MADI SUNDLOF
Madi grew up in Apple Valley, received her degree in Environmental Studies at St.
Benedict’s/St. John’s and is now a medical student at the University of Minnesota.
Madi says she has always “liked dirt” and started gardening on her own about age 10,
even though her family were not outdoor types. She remembers pulling tiny carrots and
being amazed by them even though they were too small to eat.
Currently she lives in an apartment with no space to garden. However, she has adapted
by getting into house plants. She estimates she has about 40 including aloe, fiddle leaf
ferns, bird of paradise and an umbrella tree. Her favorite Christmas present was a grow
light from her mom, to help out the greenery in her north-facing apartment.
Madi is looking forward to joining MWGCM in the gardens at Lyndale Park this spring.
SANDRA ARSETH
Sandra grew up in Minneapolis and has lived in the Longfellow neighborhood since
1986. She has been interested in gardening for as long as she can remember. She has
fond memories of her family garden, and also spending time at cousins’ and
grandparents’ farms, watering and gathering vegetables for canning.
This winter she has been experimenting with germinating tropical plant seeds, such as
butterfly wing plant (Christia), bamboo, and weeping dahlia trees. She has several grow
light set ups, and even uses the top of her piano for plants.
Outside in the growing season, Sandra describes her garden as “disorganized”. She has
done more formal gardening in the past, but now enjoys stepping out her door and
watching the bees on the tall boneset growing at the front, not the back, of the flowerbed.
Sandra found out about MWGCM by internet search. Last August she had both knees
replaced, but she feels she will be more than ready to join in the fun at the Lyndale Park
gardens this year.

In Memoriam
Jo Ellen Batty-George

Jo joined the Men's and Women's Garden Club of
Minneapolis in 2015, and everyone who came to know her
was touched by her joy. Jo was a charter member of our
native and shade garden volunteers in Lyndale Park. Her
enthusiasm made hot days in the park easier and better.
Jo had a wide range of talents and interests. She worked
as a registered nurse and nurse practitioner. She was an
avid tennis player and volunteer youth coach, as well as a
talented artist. She was devoted to her husband Bill. She
died in hospice care on January 9, after dealing with
ovarian cancer for several years.
She is survived by her husband Bill, and her sister Sue Hay of Scottsdale, AZ, who was
here to love and care for her. Everyone who met Jo was touched by her kindness and
the beauty of her life.
--Kirky Otto
Star Tribune obituary

Maurice Lindblom
Dr. Maurice Lindblom passed away on January 11, 2022, at the
age of 95.
Maury joined the club in 1991 and served as President in
1997. He was awarded the Bronze Medal (Bachman Award for
Outstanding Service) in 2014.
Maury was a respected Family Practice physician, and several
club members felt lucky to be his patients. He was also traveled extensively and seemed
to know something interesting about any topic that came up. He exhibited flowers at our
FFF Show and the State Fair and also mentored his grandchildren in entering flower
shows. Maury retired from active participation in the club after 2016. He was buried in
Lakewood Cemetery on January 21.
Star Tribune obituary

Robert Livingston
We just learned that club member Bob Livingston died in
May of 2017.

Bob joined the club in 1971 and served as President in
1975. He was awarded the Bronze Medal (now known as
the Bachman Award for Outstanding Service) in 2004.
Bob was a manager at Northwestern Mutual Life for most
of his working career, and he and his wife Alice
appreciated fine art and pottery.
Bob was known for his enthusiasm for heirloom tomatoes
(and especially 'Speckled Roman'), but he was most
famous for his extensive knowledge of dwarf conifers. His
front-yard display was beautiful and extensive. He gave
presentations on conifers and heirloom tomatoes at club meetings.
--Mary Maynard
Obituary from Daily Jefferson County Union Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin.

Nominating Committee

2022 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINEES
The Nominating Committee of the MWGCM must present a slate of Officers and Board
of Directors nominees for confirmation by the membership. The members who have who
have consented to run on this ballot are:
President- Mary Barsness
Past President- Linda Wilkins
Vice President- Kathy Lenarz
Treasurer- Bill Clark
Recording Secretary- Sue Clark
Membership Secretary- Tami Hagen
DirectorsLinda Thompson
Sandra Mangel
Brenda Schultz

Board Meeting Highlights
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary

Highlights from the January Board meeting:
Sandra Mangel, Chair of the Holiday Party, reported to the Board on the results of a very
successful Holiday Party. The Board thanked Sandra for her stellar leadership of this
event!
The Board approved the slate of officers for 2022 as presented by Anne Spenningsby,
Chair of the Nominating Committee.
For a complete copy of the minutes, please see the attached.

Treasurer's Snapshot
Bill Clark, Treasurer

As of January 16, 2022
U.S. Bank Balance:

$ 37,237.51

Royal Credit
Deane Fund:

$ 71,489.41

Total Club Funds:

$108,726.92

See the proposed budget for 2022

2022 Meetings & Events

February 8
Peonies
Laverne Dunsmore
Lake Harriet United Methodist Church
March 8
Herbs
Theresa Mieseler
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
April 12
Nature-based Therapeutics
Heather Benson
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
May 10

July
Club Garden Tour
August 20 and 21
Flower, Food & Foto Show
U of M Landscape Arboretum
September 13
Placing Plants
Diane McGann
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
October 11
Soil Action Summer to Fall
Bob Dahm
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum

Annual Plant Sale
St. Mary's Greek Orthodox Church
June 14
Rose Garden Tour
Andrew Gawboy
Lyndale Park Gardens

November 8
Feng Shui in the Garden
Carole Hyder
Lake Harriet United Methodist Church
December
TBD

2021 Club Officers & Directors

Club Officers

Directors

President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Vice President
Open
Membership Secretary
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis
Linda Thompson
Minneapolis

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka
Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka
Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis
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