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November Meeting Preview
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

***NOTE – LOCATION CHANGE***
Our meeting is on Election Day and Lake Harriet Methodist Church is a polling site.
Therefore, our November meeting has been moved back to Lakewood.
Tuesday, November 8, 2022
6:00 PM Social Gathering/ Dinner (RSVP required for a meal. See below.)
6:45 PM Business Meeting
7:00 PM Presentation: Feng Shui in the Garden, Carole Hyder, Founder of the
Wind & Water Center
Lakewood Cemetery Garden Mausoleum Reception Room
3600 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis
We will again have a buffet-style meal, provided by Heather’s Restaurant.Everyone
who intends to dine with the group needs to RSVP by emailing Linda Wilkins or
call or text 612-597-6200 with your RSVP and name by Thursday, November 3rd, at
4:00 PM. The cost is $15.50.
Due to the last-minute change in venue, we will not be Zooming the program.
See you at LAKEWOOD, and don’t forget to vote before you come.
If attending, you may want to bring a flashlight for walking to your car after the meeting.
The nights are falling earlier now!

From the October meeting: Mary Barsness introduces new members Deanna Gardener
and Robert Gadon.

-- Lloyd Wittstock

From the President
Mary Barsness

Happy November!
How can it already be November? Wasn’t it just last month that we had the plant sale? I
could have sworn the FFF show was just two weeks ago. It’s time to admit that the
growing season has definitely come to an end. Here is a great quote for November
from Robert Frost (1874-1963):
“And the dead leaves lie huddled and still, / No longer blown hither and thither; / The
last lone aster is gone; / The flowers of the witch-hazel wither …”
For the past few years, I have been reading more and more about the importance of
leaving garden debris in place over the winter. This technique is right up my alley. Don’t
be in a hurry to clean up every autumn leaf. Instead, clean up the yard and garden with
wildlife in mind. In general, consider leaving most perennials uncut through the winter.
Native bee species like small carpenter, mason, and leaf-cutter bees nest in hollow

stems. Many butterflies pupate and spend the winter on these plants as well. Birds will
flit around spent sunflowers, and caterpillars will roll into the seedpod of a milkweed
plant. Frogs and other wildlife also need fall leaves for insulation the way we need a
winter coat.
There’s no real need to cut back until early spring, when new growth begins to push
through. If you crave tidiness, you can always leave just one area uncut. The wildlife
around my yard should be very happy this year as I have done absolutely nothing to my
leaves or garden.
November is known as National Gratitude Month, which makes sense, since
Thanksgiving is a day of gratitude. Looking back over this past year, I realize how
fortunate I am to belong to such a fantastic club. We’ve had several rough years
dealing with Covid and losing some long-term members, but our club managed to hang
together and provide some great events for everyone to enjoy. I want to thank every
member for all the wonderful things you contribute to our club. Have a wonderful
Thanksgiving!

Nominating Committee
Linda Wilkins, Chair

2023 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINEES
The Nominating Committee of the MWGCM must present a slate of Officers and Board
of Directors nominees for confirmation by the membership at the November 8, 2022
annual meeting.
The members who have who have consented to run on this ballot are:
President - Kathy Lenarz
Vice President - Brenda Schultz
Recording Secretary - Sue Clark
Membership Secretary - Vicki Olson & Linda Wilkins, Co-Secretaries
Treasurer - Peter Moe
Directors - Sandra Mangel, Martha Joy, Nancy Felice
Past President - Mary Barsness
There will be opportunity to nominate from the floor, so please consider this and get the
approval of the person you may wish to nominate before the meeting.
-- Kathy Lenarz

Annual Awards Banquet
Sandra Mangel, Chair

MWGCM’s “The Oscars” Awards Banquet and
Silent Auction
Tuesday, December 13, 2022
6:00 – 9:00 PM
Embassy Suites
2800 American Boulevard
Bloomington, MN
MWGCM members and guests, mark your calendars for
a special and glamorous evening of camaraderie at the
MWGCM’s version of “The Oscars” awards banquet and
silent auction. A special invitation is extended to new members and others who have
not attended before.
The new and elegant “The Oscars” awards banquet and silent auction will include:
1. Dress in your party-finest attire, if desired
2. A silent auction of member-donated items and gifts during the social hour and
dinner
3. Social hour with punch and hors d’oeuvres buffet with cash bar in lobby
4. A special 80th anniversary slideshow
5. Electric keyboards/piano entertainment by Benny Weinbeck during the social hour
and dinner
6. Dinner consisting of a turkey dinner and dessert
7. View the U of MN Arboretum’s “Winter Lights” during dinner
8. Announcement of various MWGCM’s “The Oscars” award winners, as well as club
hall of fame winners
Please submit your awards banquet registration form along with the $40/person fee by
Monday, December 5th.

Registration information
Registration form
Silent Auction Details
-- Becky DeLaCruz

Arbor Day Committee
Robert Kean, Chair

In keeping with a long tradition, the MWGCM Arbor Day
committee once again donated our time and talents to
help beautify Minneapolis Parks. The planting location

this year was in an area called the Cepro site. This is a
former industrial site along the north side of the Midtown
greenway (near the old Sears building) that was acquired
by the Minneapolis Park Board (from previous owner
Hennepin County) in December 2018, and became a
new Minneapolis Park. On September 27, our crew
worked with park staff to plant almost 100 shrubs. These
were Forsythia 'gold tide' and Hydrangea 'bobo'.
The site is quite open and mostly lawn right now, so the new shrubs will help beautify
the site as well as provide some attraction for birds and pollinators. Yes, we know that
Arbor Day is traditionally observed in April, but that is such a busy time for our club
members (and such unpredictable weather) that we often do a planting project in the fall
instead. With the recent hot and dry summers, fall-planted shrubs actually have a better
chance of survival.
Participants in this year’s planting were M.T. Pulley, Don Doeksen, James Empson,
Sue Clark and Robert Kean. Thanks to Park Board volunteer coordinator Sherry
Brooks, who matched us with this opportunity. Here is a link to a Facebook posting
about the day that Sherry sent us. More information about this new park can be found
at this link and at this link.

Native and Shade Gardens
Carol Schreier and Mary Hellebrant, Co-Chairs

The native/shade gardens have had a rough summer with a late start, ongoing drought,
vandals breaking into the green storage box …. The final insult was the mature
mulberry tree coming down without provocation on the shade garden, crashing down
on three very old crabapple trees. It was possible to salvage two of the trees leaving a
large open space in the rear of the shade garden. Agility and creative garden design
have always been strengths in these gardens. A new crabapple tree was secured. It
was designated “Kirky’s Crab” in honor of now retired co-founder, Kirky Otto. That, of
course, necessitated a special planting event held October 5th with treats and poetry.
Steve Shubick directed the planting and dug the hole. Carol Schreier supplied the
poetry. A lovely new “Red Splendor" (pink) tree will grace and gradually fill the open

space. The poem is printed at the group’s request.
The final work day, October 12th, saw three, six-foot wire fences erected around the
new tree and two others. They look like works of art. The gardens are ready for the
winter rest. The gardeners will meet monthly at Turtle Bread. We will, of course, talk
gardening.
-- Carol Schreier

Membership Corner
Chair open

Our current membership is 162. Members who have joined recently include Deanna
Gardener, Julie Burgart, Bridget Nassif, and Robert Gadon. Please join in welcoming
them at your next club event.

Membership Anniversaries
For the past few years, as the end of the year approaches, we have been celebrating
our long-time members having special anniversaries. (Note: We actually have at least
20 members who have been part of the club for 25 or more years!) Starting at ten
years, we recognize those who have anniversaries in 5-year increments. This year, the
club’s 80th anniversary, we have several distinguished members to recognize. They
are:
10 YearsDaniel DuRose
Laurie Levin
25 YearsMargaret Hibberd
40 YearsLloyd Wittstock
45 YearsJerry Shannon
65 YearsRoger Koopmans
Thank you to them for their many years of generous contributions of time and talent to
The Men’s and Women’s Garden Club of Minneapolis!

Membership Renewal
As stated in the October Spray, we are currently renewing memberships for 2023. Our

goal is to have the process complete, so we have time to print the annual directory for
hand out at our January meeting. This means we would like everyone to have the
information in before early December. Please help us reach this goal.
This year we are asking everyone to renew online. Here is thelink.
With members entering their own information, we hope to increase accuracy and
decrease worktime for the volunteer members who complete the process.
A reminder: If you are a new member who joined after July 1st, you are not required to
pay the $20 dues for the following year. If you are an honorary member, and are not
required to pay dues, please fill out the form to be sure we have all your contact
information correct.
If you need some help with the process, pleaseemail me or check with me at the
November meeting.
-- Kathy Lenarz
Every member bring a member

Marketing and Publicity
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair

Discounted Affiliated Membership with the MN State Horticultural Society for
MWGCM Members
It’s that time of year when we begin to look towards the upcoming new year. As you
renew your Men’s and Women’s Garden Club of Minneapolis membership, please keep
in mind that the Minnesota State Horticultural Society offers our garden club members a
discounted “Affiliated” membership into their society. It’s a really good deal.
Affiliated members are the Horticultural Society’s core membership group of garden
club and master gardener members. The same mission of growing our community of
northern gardeners by sharing zones 3, 4 and 5-specific plant info, garden inspiration
and bounty with our family, neighbors, friends, and local communities is something we
are all interested in. Affiliated members receive a deeply discounted $62 Society
membership with all the benefits (except for two free tickets to the Minneapolis Home +
Garden Show) for just $37 when you join/renew by Dec. 31, 2022 (a 25% savings).
Starting Jan. 1, 2023, Affiliated membership will be $47 (15% savings).
Details here

Website Committee
Kate Ladner, Chair

Recently we added Ask an Expert page to our website as a place where club
members can both ask questions and also share their gardening expertise with others.
The webpage is still evolving, but we thought it would be fun to pose a question in The
Spray every month and ask club members to respond with their knowledge and/or tried
and true practices. Plus, we encourage people to suggest questions or topics to
discuss.
Today, we answer the question:
How long should you water trees in the fall?
This is of particular interest as the Minneapolis rainfall is ~10” behind accumulated daily
normal precipitation this year.
Answer:
Continue watering trees at least weekly until the ground freezes, which historically
happens around December 8th. Realistically, watering until mid-end November would
be a safe decision while not running into issues with outside hoses and faucets.
For a more precise date, stay in touch with the experts who monitor this.
·
UMN Southwest research and Outreach Center (Lamberton, MN)
·
UMN Arboretum website posts daily data on soil temp in Chaska-- look under the
Horticultural Research Center.
Don’t forget to water under the entire tree canopy and further if it is an older tree. You
want the top 6-9” to be moist. Water 1” weekly and mulch starting 12-18” from base of
tree.
Next Month’s Ask an Expert
We would love to hear from any of you who would like to share your answer to this
question:
What is your favorite way to protect trees from wind, sun and wildlife damage
over winter?
Send your responses to Ask an expert.

Treasurer's Snapshot
Bill Clark, Treasurer

As of October 21, 2022
US Bank:

$ 29,748.14

Royal Credit Deane Fund:

$ 72,081.29

Total club funds:

$101,829.43

2022 Meetings and Events

November 8
Feng Shui in the Garden
Carole Hyder
Lakewood Cemetery
December 13
Annual Awards Banquet
Embassy Suites

2022 Club Officers and Directors

Club Officers

Directors

President
Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Sandra Mangel
Minneapolis

Vice President
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Brenda Schultz
Minneapolis
Linda Thompson
Minneapolis

Membership Secretary
Open
Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka
Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka
Past President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield
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