
Issue #5: Intern Requirements – Research Questions 

In the last couple of blogs, we learned that the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer 

program during the intern year were to: 

• Complete the CORE curriculum 

• Complete 15 hours of continuing education 

• Complete 50 hours of volunteer work 

• Complete responses of research to 15 questions from the public 

For this blog, we will go in depth on the research questions requirement. In Hennepin County, it 

is required to show that you have researched and answered 15 questions. The questions need to 

be from the public but can come to you in a variety of ways. It could be an informal conversation 

with a neighbor or family member asking you a gardening question or it could be from the Yard 

and Garden Line or from a multitude of Farmers Markets around the county that are sponsored 

by the Master Gardener Volunteer program.  The Home and Garden Show and the State Fair also 

have a Master Gardener Booth as does the plant sale, the MG Garden Tour and additional 

festivals. 

This is probably the requirement that makes interns the most anxious; just knowing questions 

could be about anything and the fear of not knowing the answer.  I have to admit, personally, that 

this ended up to be one of my favorite activities.  Part of it, is that you do have experienced 

master gardeners to back you up so the concern about giving the wrong answer is lowered.   For 

the farmers markets and other ask an expert tables, the sign-up is split between certified master 

gardeners and interns so you can always count on having someone more experienced with you. 

Also, I always brought my ipad so I could look up information from the U of M yard and garden 

website. It was good practice to learn how to navigate the site and find answers quickly. There 

were also those questions, where there isn’t a known answer, like why am I having so much 

rabbit damage this year. You can offer guidance as to how to avoid damage by rabbits, but 

sometimes gardeners were just looking for someone to commiserate with and of course, we all 

have had bunny damage to share. I enjoy researching and learning about new things. I got pretty 

good at identifying blossom end rot from a verbal description, brainstorming plants that might fit 

in a particular situation (shade, hills, east, north exposures) and how to start a bee lawn. Other 

questions had to do with new trees that were not thriving or apple trees with a disease or the 

infamous Japanese beetles. 

 


