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January Meeting Preview

Tuesday, January 12

History and Care of the
Normandale Community College
Japanese Garden

Presented by Cece and Steve
Cope, committee chairs

6:45 p.m. Business meeting
7:00 p.m. Program

You will receive an email with a link to this Zoom meeting.

From the President
Linda Wilkins

We’ve been looking forward to putting 2020 behind us for months now. And who would
blame us?

We’ve suffered so much loss.
Quarantines and lockdowns have created too much loneliness.
So many life-changing events make it difficult or impossible to do any planning.
We have to look harder to find the good.
Every day becomes “Blursday.”

But there have also been many positive aspects to the past year:
We’ve come to appreciate our gardens even more.



We’ve come to appreciate our gardens even more.
The downtime has given us precious time with our families, pets and friends.
Travel time to our meetings has been greatly reduced thanks to Zoom.
I’ve had so much fun having dinner with my friends on Google Duo without
restaurant costs.

But this I know for sure:
To plant a seed is to believe in the future. As gardeners, we believe in the future. We
regularly work with the unknown in our gardens.

With the coming vaccine we have hope that 2021 will be COVID-free. People dream of
getting back to normal but wonder what will “normal” look like post-COVID.

Life will go on. Summer will bring forth our beautiful gardens again in whatever form the
weather and other conditions present themselves. And we will adapt with gratitude.

I feel so blessed to have served on the board with such a great group of people. In spite
of the pandemic, everyone was so willing to try new ways or jump into another mode of
operation. Kudos to this great group.

Remember to Zoom into our meeting on Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. to see Steve
and Cece Cope talk about the Normandale Japanese Garden. There will be a short
business meeting at 6:45 p.m. before the program.

Website Committee
Kate Ladner, Webmaster

Our New Club Website is Official: GardenClubMpls.org

Webmaster emeritus Andy Marlow has retired the old club website and its URL
(MWGCM.org). You’ll find the new website at GardenClubMpls.org. (If you use the old
URL, you’ll be redirected to the new site.) Feedback on the new site is always welcomed,
and we have access to the content on the old site, if something is missing.

Volunteers Needed

Several club committees are looking for help. It's a great way to use your skills, learn
new ones and get to know more club members.

Plant Sale/Orders
Since the plant sale will be online again this year, we are looking for someone to help
coordinate and tally the orders. Experience with Microsoft Excel and/or Google Sheets is
required. Contact Mary Maynard.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YBSmA0a9tlryERk1lNj9XkorZASm1Bnksb2h20__T4jiiISKXBWA6I_zTt5wX0wE6X57pZUh7HxB1MU_RX1XjedB1g8TcWmAAc-shFcDx0Q3mRXbl_X4PKMJZInF3nwZrDgpetM1DLoh-YTA8F9p0w==&c=UAUksoeYXVxDrCIOIr0_BzOqsVz81zyF22qCnxStAGSbxNK9n1U0Qw==&ch=Nmti1ZMogt3QmFAcVzLzga1qhcGs4KDk4ubJvd_BSIFZa7RfZvkr3w==
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Plant Sale/Club Website
We are also looking for someone to help with the Plant Sale section of our website,
specifically, keeping the plant image gallery up to date. General computer knowledge is
required, but Kate will teach you how to maintain the webpage. Contact Kate Ladner.

Website Committee
The Website Committee welcomes anyone who is interested in helping build, maintain or
advise on website content. No experience needed. Contact Kate Ladner.

Facebook
If you're interested in helping maintain our Facebook page, contact Andy Marlow.

Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade Gardens
Kirky Otto & Carol Shreier, Co-chairs

Native Plant Sale Preview

Leading up to the plant sale, we’ll preview some of the native plants we’re ordering
this year. We’ll groups plants that look similar or serve a similar purpose, but which
have different advantages and needs. If you know where you want to put
something, see which plant will work best for you. We'll begin with three daisy-type,
yellow-flowered plants. (Check Glacial Ridge Growers online catalog for more
information on plants that interest you.)

Rudbeckia hirta
'Orange Coneflower'

Rudbeckia fulgida  and Rudbeckia hirta are
native to Minnesota. They’re both
commonly called Black-eyed Susan, but R.
hirta is labelled Orange Coneflower” on
plant tags to differentiate them. Hirta
means “hairy,” and the stems are much
hairier than the fulgida. What matters more
is that R. hirta is either an annual or a
biennial depending on growing conditions.
A true biennial forms a basal rosette the
first year (from seed) and doesn’t bloom
until the second year, but the plants we
order should bloom the first year, and may
or may not come back. Because they self-
seed so heavily, they seem perennial.

Rudbeckia fulgida
'Black-eyed Susan'

R. fulgida ( translated roughly as “brilliant”
or “flashing”) is a true perennial and that
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or “flashing”) is a true perennial and that
can make a difference. It also self-seeds
but primarily reproduces from the roots,
which travel underground at will and send
up new plants hither and yon. If you want a
daisy-type flower that does not spread
widely, deadhead either of these
Rudbeckia before most seed heads form.
Also, if you use perennial R.fulgida, be
prepared to dig out wandering plants that
come up from the roots.

Photos show small differences in the looks
of the plants and the color of the foliage
(R.hirta  has paler leaves). Both appreciate
full sun but tolerate some shade. R.fulgida
orange coneflower) takes normal to wet
soil, while R.hirta  (black-eyed Susan) is
fine with normal to dry soil. Both top out at
1 ft. to 2 ft. R. fulgida b looms from August
through September, while hirta gives you
an extra month on both ends of the
season.

Gaillardia aristata
'Blanketflower'

If you’d like a yellow daisy-type flower with
some red/maroon on the petals
surrounding the red/maroon eyes,
Gaillardia is it. Gaillardia aristata  is a
genus in the sunflower (Asteraceae)
family, as are the Rudbeckias. Commonly
called 'Blanketflower,' it is perennial, native
to Minnesota, and a plant of Special
Concern status due to loss of prairie
habitat. They need sun, but grow well in
areas that are on the dry side. They flower
May through September—earlier than the
Rudbeckias—which is another reason to
add them to your garden. Their ray petals
have three lobes at the end, giving them a
full, slightly ruffled look. Leaves are long
and narrow, and shapes vary widely. A true
perennial, height is commonly 24 in.

Minnesota Wildflowers is a good web
source for native plant information. They
are funded by the Minnesota Environment
and Natural Resources Trust Fund and
seem quite reliable.
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seem quite reliable.

--Kirky Otto

Plant Sale Committee
Gary Geister, Chair

Plant Sale Preview

Get acquainted with some more
newcomers to our 2021 Plant Sale.

Kalanchoe daigremontiana
'Mother of Thousands'
'Devil's Backbone'

I bought this easy-to-grow succulent
last summer. Each leaf edge has baby
plants already attached to it with roots
ready to be planted. Last fall I brought a
couple of trays of baby kalanchoe into
the basement and the babies are
already having babies. You don’t need
to save every baby that drops from the
mother plant, but I did, and they all
survived and grew. You can see why it
is called 'Mother of Thousands.' 

Gaura
'Whirling Butterflies'

Gaura gets its nickname because of its
flexible stems that blow in the wind. We
will have two varieties in the sale:
'Sparkle White' and 'Stratosphere Pink
Picotee.' The photo shows my favorite
container at Four Star Nursery in
Michigan this last summer. The white
gaura, I think, is spiller, filler and thriller
all in one. It’s native to Louisiana and
Texas but grown as an annual here (I
have never had any survivors over
winter). Attracts bees and butterflies
and grows 1 ft. to 2 ft. high.

Ornamental Oregano 
'Drops of Jupiter'



'Drops of Jupiter'

New this year from Walters Gardens.
The leaves can be used as an oregano
but will not have as intense a flavor as
the regular oregano herb. When planted
in full sun, the chartreuse leaves are a
great contrast with the mauve with
purple calyxes. It blooms from mid-
summer into fall attracting butterflies.
Grows 2 ft. high and 2 ft. wide. Zone 4.

Ipomoea
'Sweet Caroline Medusa™ Green'

This sweet potato vine has deeply cut,
fingered chartreuse leaves in full sun or
a deeper shade of green in shade. It's a
mounding sweet potato vine used in
containers or as a ground cover. This
plant looks great far away or close up.

Deanne Fund Grants Update

The Deane Fund grant for Central Area Neighborhood Development Association
(CANDO) will fund the Herbs for Healing initiative of Plant/Grow/Share. P/G/S helps
people grow food in community gardens and in their own yards. The members learn how
to garden, share their produce and develop leadership skills. The 2021 project centers
on growing herbs and flowers to be used to attract pollinators, to harvest for eating and
to create healing bundles for people who have suffered in the pandemic and experienced
racial injustice. Learn about the many projects that P/G/S carries out at the
Plant/Grow/Share website.

-- Mollie Dean

A Deanne Fund grant has been awarded to Carol Schreier, co-chair of the Native and
Shade Gardens Committee at Lyndale Park, for the creation of a self-guided walking tour
of the two gardens. The tour will be digitalized, open and accessible to garden club
members and the public. A home page on the club website will direct users to a PDF
which can be printed at home and taken to the gardens, and two formats available on a
user's smartphone. One will be an audio guide and the second will be a PDF. The target
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user's smartphone. One will be an audio guide and the second will be a PDF. The target
date for completion of the self-guided tour is late spring, 2021. Committee members are
involved in plant identification and, most importantly, the ongoing care and maintenance
of these gardens. Park Board employees will be involved in the creation of the markers
for the plantings which number around 120. This self-guided tour will be a first for any
garden at Lake Harriet. 

-- Carol Schreier

Scholarship Committee
M.T. Pulley, Chair

The MWGCM Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that a total of $4,000 in
scholarships was recently awarded to Minnesota college students.

Each of these students received a $1,000 scholarship:

Colt Wayne Schiller Olson, a junior at the University of Minnesota College of Food,
Agriculture and National Resources, Twin Cities, studying Plant Science and Plant
Breeding.

Taylor Alexis Walters Lee, a sophomore at the University of Minnesota College of Food,
Agriculture and National Resources, Twin Cities, studying Plant Science and Plant
Breeding.

Quinn Gabriel Mathisen, a first year student at Central Lakes College in Brainerd,
studying Sustainable Landscaping.

Kyle Sim, a second year student at Rochester Community Technical College pursing an
associate degree in Horticulture Technology.

We wish each of them continued success in their educational and professional careers.
We hope we have made their year a bit brighter.

We also want to thank you, MWGCM members, who make these scholarship awards
possible with your financial support.

Here is an excerpt from a thank you note from a scholarship recipient:

“Thank you for awarding me a $1000.00 MWGCM Scholarship. It will be a large help in
my journey to better the planet one landscape job at a time. I have a little over a
semester left and this scholarship will help me to be able to study comfortably over the
next few winter months.
Stay awesome! Keep inspiring.”
Kyle Sim



Marketing & Publicity Committee
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair

More Winter Activities

Looking for winter activities to brighten your days? Here's the latest list.

Membership Corner
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

Welcome Jill Rulli

As 2020 drew to a close, we had one new member join us. Please welcome Jill
Rulli of Lake Elmo. We'll get to know Jill better in a future issue of the Garden
Spray.

MWGCM starts a hopefully bright new year with a membership of 132.

Happy New Year to all!

 
Zoom is available for all MWGCM groups and committees

A reminder, the MWGCM Zoom account is available for all our groups and
committees to use. Just have a member of your group contact Kathy Lenarz and I
will help set things up. Seeing faces can really add more fun to virtual gatherings in
these strange times.

Every member bring a member.

Board Meeting Highlights
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary

December 2020
The board continued discussions regarding plans for the 2021 Program, with Zoom
meetings scheduled for the early months of the year. Depending on the when the
pandemic is under control, we will pivot back to in-person events.

The board discussed and approved a proposed 2021 budget
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Read the complete minutes

Treasurer's Snapshot
Bill Clark, Treasurer

As of December 25, 2020

U.S. Bank Balance:  $45,617.14

Royal Credit
Deane Fund:        $70,525.73

Total Club Funds: $116.142.87

See the MWGCM Proposed Budget for 2021.

2021 Meetings & Events

January 12
History and Care of the Normandale Community College Japanese Gardens
Cece & Steve Cope
Zoom meeting

February 9
The Care of African Violets
Barbara Werness
Zoom meeting

2020 & 2021 Club Officers & Directors

Club Officers
 
President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Vice President
David Voss

Directors

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis
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David Voss
Arden Hills

Membership Secretary
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka

Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka

Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis

Linda Thompson
Minneapolis
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