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Zoom Program for Wednesday, July 15                       
 Phoenix Heller, Chair

JERRY AND LEE SHANNON'S ST. PAUL GARDEN

Zoom Meeting
Wednesday, July 15, 7 p.m.

Join us via zoom on Wednesday, July 15 at 7:00 p.m. for an interview with Jerry and
Lee Shannon regarding their amazing hidden garden in St. Paul. We invite everyone
to be ready with questions to type into the Chat feature. Please use the following
information to log into the Zoom meeting at 7:00 p.m. Upon logging in, you will be
muted. Please keep yourself muted on the Zoom app and use the Chat feature to
type in your questions and comments.
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/8326247274?pwd=bDJtdms1WGR4K0xpMnVMQnQrdTU0dz09
 
Meeting ID: 832 624 7274
Password: 6CJ4gd
 
If you have any questions regarding getting an account for Zoom or setting one up,
please contact Phoenix Heller. 

From the President                                 
Linda Wilkins

At this time of year gardeners tend to focus on weeds.
Depending upon the level of obsession, some accept them
as part of the garden; others cannot stand it until they know
the nomenclatures, how they got into their yard and how
they can obliterate them.

Just what is a weed is a matter of opinion. Did you plant it?
Is it suitable growing where it is? Is it living robustly or too
robustly? Some say a weed is a plant that is not valued
where it is growing and is usually of vigorous growth. Ralph
Waldo Emerson described a weed as a "plant whose virtue
has not yet been discovered."  We always say the right plant does best in the right
place, but a weed is a plant in the wrong place.

https://zoom.us/j/8326247274?pwd=bDJtdms1WGR4K0xpMnVMQnQrdTU0dz09
mailto:a_creative1@yahoo.com


I consider snow on the mountain a weed, yet you can buy it in the garden store. I hate
dandelions while some find them edible. Many people are planting clover as ground
cover while others try to eradicate it. In my opinion, ground ivy (creeping Charlie) is
one of the most invasive weeds in the U.S. and extremely difficult to get rid of. But I
can personally tell you it can be removed by hand. It wasn't easy and I felt I was
becoming obsessed but I got it! And I plan to keep it out of my yard and garden.

Eliminating weeds is a never-ending process, but we can do what we can to prevent
them without use of lots of chemicals.

Proven methods for controlling weeds in your garden:

1. Catch them early and get them when weeding is at its best (preferably after a
good rain).

2. Mulch, mulch, mulch.
3. Mind the gaps between plants.
4. Water the plants you want, not the weeds you've got.

On another note, I want to thank Jerry and Lee Shannon for all the beauty they have
brought into the world in their garden. They are wonderful, generous people and it
shows in their gorgeous garden. 

Jerry and Lee will be showing you their garden on our website, and we will follow up
with a Zoom program. Andy Marlow made a video of their garden which will be on our
website the week of July 6. Then the Shannons will join us via Zoom on Wednesday,
July 15 to answer your questions. Stay tuned for the details.

Until we meet again to chat about our gardens.

From the Editors                                 
Nancy Felice, Tom McKusick, Co-editors

As the pandemic continues, I wonder each month what to expect when I send out a
request for Garden Spray articles. With so many club activities cancelled or scaled
down, will there be anything to publish?

However, I'm always pleasantly surprised with what I receive. We've had a successful
plant sale and carried on regular programs via Zoom. This month alone there's good
news to share about the Photo Contest, Deane Fund Grant projects and the Arbor
Day activities. And the Lyndale Park Garden crews share their take on gardening
during a pandemic. The tone of every contributor is positive and hopeful. I should
have expected that from a group of gardeners.

Life goes on.

-- Nancy Felice



Photo Committee            
Lloyd Wittstock, Chair

DEADLINE FOR 2020 PHOTO CONTEST IS JULY 31

2020 Photo Contest Rules

We are going ahead with the digital portion of the annual Photo Contest, which is
open to all. However, since we will not be able to meet the conditions of public
judging for the People's Choice, we will not be accepting photo prints this year for that
separate competition. 

We look forward to receiving your emails or mailed media for the 20 entries that
anyone can turn in by July 31. Details of categories and content, and how to enter,
are found on the club website.

Lyndale Park Gardens/Mixed Border Garden              
Kay Wolfe, Chair

PANDEMIC PUBLIC GARDENING

The MWGCM public garden committees are
fortunate to be able to keep our "normal"
schedule this summer. After a slow start, the
gardens at Lyndale Park are looking great.
Committee members have taken on the
challenges of gardening during the pandemic.
The Mixed Border Garden is 280 feet long, so
distancing while working is not a problem.
Some attend on Tuesday or Saturday
workdays, and some work whenever it is
convenient. I asked my committee members
for their comments about "Pandemic Public Gardening:" 

"The weeds don't respect social distancing. It's really good seeing the others who are
part of the project because of how much they teach me, but I miss working with the
larger group of mates." - Paul Waytz

"Gardening has always been a restorative activity for me. But this season, with so
much that leaves me feeling alone and defeated, I find it essential. I can't control
COVID, I can't right the injustice, but when I'm weeding, I can tune out the noise and

https://gardenclubmpls.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-Photo-Contest-Rules.pdf


do what I can to make the world a better place. I team up with Mother Nature to
improve this tiny piece of the planet and hope returns." - Cece Keefe

"Park attendance is up noticeably due to the pandemic, so I think the garden is more
important and more appreciated than ever before. Every time I have been over there
working, people (walking by) thank us for tending the garden. Gardening is a great
therapeutic activity for relieving stress and anxiety, so is a great benefit to our
volunteers in these uncertain times. The Saturday crew has only worked twice so far
this year, so we are still adapting to the new reality. Fortunately it is a big garden, so
keeping six feet apart while working is not difficult. We have, however, suspended our
traditional social snack time for Saturday workdays as it seemed difficult to do while
maintaining best practices." - Robert Kean

"Gardening during the pandemic, thank God for it! It keeps me sane and my garden
has never looked better, so full and lush, and hardly a weed to be seen. And when I
need a break from my own garden, I head over to the beautiful mixed border garden
at Lyndale Park which we planted several weeks ago. You are wondering if working
as a team while practicing social distancing can be done? Definitely! Swing by
sometime to observe and admire the beautiful result of teamwork performed at six
feet apart." - Beate Lund

"It's a pleasure to have such a dedicated group to meet with safely and to be outside
together creating beauty for all to enjoy." - Mollie Dean

Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade Gardens         
 Carol Schreier & Kirky Otto, Co-chairs

The value of gardens and gardening
resonates more strongly every week as we
tend the native/shade gardens in the midst of
COVID-19 as well as local and national
unrest. We work in smaller groups of four
people per shift. We wear masks and gloves
and we clean our tools. We are disgruntled,
miss the comradery of our larger group. We
have lost members to injury (our fearless co-
leader, Kirky, lost a confrontation with the
mulch trailer and broke her wrist). Others

wisely shelter at home. We find the masks uncomfortable, too hot and yet at the end
of a work shift there is the pride and satisfaction of a job well done, or as we famously
say, "it looks like somebody cares." The gardens continue. They feed our souls and
continue to offer beauty and stability to the community.

-- Carol Schreier



Arbor Day Comittee                                  
Robert Kean Chair

Despite limitations due to the COVID pandemic, the Arbor
Day Committee was able to do a small project this spring. In
collaboration with the Minneapolis Park Board, four trees
were planted at Lyndale Park on May 9. To minimize social
contact, planting was done at two separate sites within the
park, and other recommended practices were also
observed.
 
Two of the trees are serviceberry, which provide flowers and
fruit (loved by birds) in addition to shade (once mature). The
other two trees were Osage orange. These are a bit of an

experiment as the trees are typically found in the south and are usually considered to
be hardy only to zones 5 or 6.
 
All the trees were donated by the Forestry Department (part
of the Minneapolis Parks Department). Thanks to MPRB
employee Andrew Gawboy for help in organizing and
executing this project. The committee may do a second
planting project in the fall as part of the ongoing
development of the Winter Interest Garden, which is
adjacent to the Lyndale Park Mixed Border Garden. 

Photos: Robert Kean

Deane Project Update                              

2020: The Garlic Project 

The 2020 Deane Fund recipient, the Garlic Project of
the Plant Grow Share initiative, has harvested the
garlic scapes from the garlic they planted last fall.
They are distributing them through the Free Market
they sponsor in the Central Neighborhood making
them available to many in the neighborhood along
with early vegetables they are harvesting from their
gardens.



A rain barrel was reinstalled
and a raised bed relocated to

make room for a bench.

The office for Plant Grow Share is on Chicago Avenue
at 38th Street, the site of the George Floyd murder.
Most of the gardeners are from the area and so have
been deeply affected by this event. They had already
developed protocols for gathering and gardening
safely during the pandemic but then were hit with this
new crisis. One of the purposes of the Garlic Project
is to develop a sense of community and resilience in
the gardeners. Their new motto is "We don't just
survive, we thrive." Since garlic has healing
properties, they plan to make bundles of lavender,
thyme and garlic to give to people in the

neighborhood in the hopes of providing a little comfort.

-- Mollie Dean

2019: Adult Day Center Courtyard, Minnesota Veterans' Home of Minneapolis

We are continuing work to finish and reestablish the
Veterans' Adult Day Center Courtyard as an inviting
and functional space where the veterans can enjoy
activities and special events.

During our two sessions so far, seven club members
have volunteered a total of thirty-two hours. They
completed raking, weeding and sweeping the brick
walkways and patio. We have also removed a twelve-
foot length of Annabelle hydrangeas to make room for
the new plantings and pruned the pagoda dogwoods,
conifer shrubs, hydrangeas and viburnums. 

To finish this project, we will install twelve shrubs,
three clematis with trellises, ground cover, bark mulch,
steppingstones and, of course, more Hostas.

"Thank you all for the amazing job you did on the courtyard! It
looks wonderful. I can't wait until the veterans can start
coming again to enjoy it. When we do get the green light to
re-open we will be spending a lot of time out in the courtyard,
fresh air and socially distancing will be easier." -- Jodi
Kritzeck, CTRS, Recreation Therapist, MN Veterans Home
Adult Day Center

When completed the group feels we have reached the goal of hardy low-maintenance
plants and enhanced visual appeal of the courtyard for the future.

-- Steve Shubick

Photo: Steve Shubick



Marking & Publicity Committee                                 
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair

Things to do in July

This month, Becky's list of things to do includes information you need to know if you
plan to visit the Aboretum or Como Park, plus events to look forward to and more
resources for garden activities. There's also a reminder to vote for the Arboretum as
USA's Today's Best Botanical Garden.

Membership Corner                                 
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

We had no new members sign up in the past month. I guess it isn't surprising
considering that we are missing our usual awesome activities. In a typical year, our
meetings, and especially our plant sale and garden tours are great recruiting tools.
 
I have also missed those events for the opportunities they provide to see and catch
up with all our current wonderful members. I have had a few chances to see and talk
with other members online, or working (masked and socially distancing) at Lyndale
Park Gardens. The joy of those encounters really brightens my life.
 
How about you? Have you had a chance to catch up with your MWGCM friends
recently? Remember the club directory has their contact information. Why not call or
email someone from the club that you've been thinking about recently.

Every member bring a member.

Board Meeting Highlights                                 
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary

Highlights from the Board Minutes
 
The board met via Zoom on June 4 and on June 24. Our discussions focused on
keeping club members connected. We discussed potential alternative events to
replace the cancelled July garden tours and the August FFF Show.

https://files.constantcontact.com/c1f3f107501/d0925362-603c-4d16-aedd-f05149a02143.pdf


Treasurer's Snapshot                                 
Bill Clark, Treasurer

 
As of June 23, 2020:

U.S. Bank 

Beginning balance               

Checks paid
                              
Deposits

Ending balance 

$ 54,854.61

$      118.58

$         0.00

$ 54,727.03
 

Royal Credit Union
(Deane Fund) $ 69,918.05

Total Funds $124,645.08

2020 Meeting & Event Calendar

July 15
Zoom meeting
Jerry & Lee Shannon's Garden

August 22 & 23
Photo Show

September 8
Winter Gardens
Alan Branhagen
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum

October 13
The Evolving Garden as We Age
Roseanne Malevich
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum

November 10
Caring for Trees
Gary Johnson
Lake Harriet Methodist Church

December 8
Holiday Party & Silent Auction

2020 Officers & Directors
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Richfield
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Minneapolis
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