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From the President                                 
Linda Wilkins

THE FUNGUS AMONG US

The weather conditions this year have brought out the best in many gardens, but the
wind, rain and heat have also brought fungus among us.

Fungi are spread by wind and splashing water, and also by unclean tools, animals
(squirrels, rabbits, pets, etc.) depositing contamination in the soil, weeds, infected
seeds or other plant material. According to Michigan State Extension, around 85% of
plant diseases are caused by fungal or fungal-like organisms.

If your plant has unusual spotting or growth that is a different color than the plant,
chances are it's some kind of fungus. Fungus can hit unexpectedly, so use preventive
measures at the first sign.

Some of the common fungi in our area are:

Black Spot Dark spots appear on the upper side of
leaves and increase until the entire leaf is yellow with
black spots. This fungus needs water on the plant
surface to keep growing and keeps expanding in wet
conditions. (Roses are especially susceptible.)

Rust This fungus forms rust-orange pustules on the
undersides of leaves. As the fungus progresses, leaves
turn discolored and fall off. Wet and rainy weather fuel
this fungus.

Botrytis Blight This fungus attacks flowers, often
causing buds to decay and rot, showing signs of fuzzy,
botrytis blight (gray mold). Disease symptoms appear
as grayish, soft, mushy spots on leaves, stems, flowers
and buds. This fungus appears when the humidity is
high or in cool, wet weather.



Powdery Mildew High
humidity and poor air
circulation encourage
this wind-borne fungus
which attacks leaves,
new growth and other
plant parts. It appears as

white, powdery, spotted growth on plants but does not need water to present itself
and grow. It stays strong in dry, warm weather.

Prevention is the best way to protect your plants from any fungus. It is recommended
that the gardener use a good fungicide as a preventive before the disease appears.
Other plants can be treated successfully at the first sign of changes on the leaves.

Preventive measures for fungus:

1. Prune off all leaves with the disease.
2. Stake plants, if possible, to improve air circulation.
3. Add organic compost under plants to prevent the fungal spores from splashing

onto flowers and leaves.
4. Keep soil under plant clean and rake up fallen debris.
5. Water early in the morning so plants can thoroughly during the day.
6. Treat infected plants/leaves immediately.
7. Do not add any infected plant matter to compost.

Here's a good preventative mixture. It must be used immediately and not stored.

1. One gallon of water
2. ½ teaspoon of liquid soap
3. One tablespoon of baking soda
4. You may want to add a little horticultural oil to this mixture. It will stick to the

leaves and help suffocate the fungus.

To avoid burning leaves with this mixture:

1. Do not apply on plants exposed to full sun.
2. Water plants a few days before applying the mixture.
3. Test the mixture on a small section of your plant before you spray the entire

plant.



Hopefully soon we can get together and talk about gardens!

Survey Reminder: Respond by Wednesday, August 5      

You should have recently received an email from Cece Keefe with the link to a brief
survey regarding two items:

A possible summer in-person or virtual gathering.

An extension of the current MWGCM Board Members' terms for 2021.

SURVEYS MUST BE COMPLETED BY END OF DAY, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5.

If you didn't receive this email, contact Cece Keefe.

From the Editors                                 
Nancy Felice, Tom McKusick, Co-editors

Summer is typically the time we look forward to blockbuster
movie debuts. Although this year promises to be different, the
August Garden Spray may help fill some of the gaps.

In the sci-fi genre, Linda Wilkins identifies fungal intruders
lurking in our gardens and how to foil them.

Super hero fans will be on the hunt for tiny white eggs after
reading Kate Ladner's account of a natural predator that is
taking on Japanese beetles. 

In the bio-pic category, Cece Keefe reflects on the joys and challenges of working in
the Mixed Border Garden. 

I give each of them two green thumbs up.

-- Nancy Felice



Blue Spruce Bay

Lyndale Park Gardens/Mixed Border Garden              
Kay Wolfe, Chair

AUGUST SPRAY MISSIVE BY CECE KEEFE

This is my fourth summer volunteering at the Mixed Border Garden, but in some ways
it feels like a first:

It is the first year I accepted our chair Kay's
invitation to design a section of the garden. I
agonized over what plants to order for my section,
the Blue Spruce Bay, and awaited the day they
were finally delivered and I could plant them
according to plan.

This is the first year that I'm able to volunteer full
time. The pandemic relieved me of a commitment to

babysit grandkids, so I'm now free to garden with the team every Tuesday.

It is the first year that the team is working together without socializing during a break 
or heading for lunch and laughs after working. COVID-19 put a stop to our group
gatherings.

But if gardening has taught anything, it is how to adapt:

I'm already making notes of what worked well in the Blue Spruce Bay and what
improvements to include in next year's plan.

Tuesday rained out? No problem, I'm free every day!

I may not be able to share breaks or lunches with my teammates as a group, but I
can invite one or two of them to visit my backyard garden, and I have enjoyed seeing
their gardens as well.

With every garden I visit, every gardener I chat with, every gardening article I read, I
learn something new--some little nugget to squirrel away and perhaps incorporate
into my future plans.

Another gardening truism: constant change!

Photo: Cece Keefe

(Kay Wolfe's note: "It is so great that Cece has taken on the design of one of our



White bumps on the
Japanese beetle are

believed to be winsome fly
eggs.

"bays" and is also helping to coordinate the maintenance crews this year.")  

Gardening Update: Natural Predators of Japanese
Beetles Appear in Minnesota           

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR NATURAL PREDATORS OF JAPANESE BEETLES

Andrew Gawboy, club member and Minneapolis Parks
and Rec horticulturist at the Lyndale Gardens, shared the
good news that the winsome fly (Istocheta aldrichi) has
made it to Minnesota. The winsome fly is a natural
predator of Japanese beetles, and was introduced into
the U.S in 1927, to control the rise of Japanese beetles.
Long story short, it didn't look like it worked until recently
when the flies became abundant in the Northeast and
gradually worked their way west to Minnesota.

Find out what to do--or not do--in this Facebook post
from the Lyndale Park Gardens:

"We are NOT picking all the Japanese Beetles this year in the rose garden. ARE WE
CRAZY?

"We believe these white bumps on the Japanese beetles are the eggs of the winsome
fly (Istocheta aldrichi)

"The female fly will lay hundreds of eggs on multiple Japanese beetles during its short
life span.

"They will hatch and the larvae will kill the Japanese beetle within a couple of
days. Our strategy is to leave any Japanese beetles that have these eggs on them to
encourage more winsome flies for next year."

-- Kate Ladner

Holiday Party & Silent Auction Committee           
Sandra Mangel & Becky DeLaCruz, Co-chairs

After much discussion regarding the on-going impact of COVID-19 and concern for



our members' health and safety, the Holiday Party and Silent Auction Committee has
reluctantly decided to cancel the December 8, 2020 MWGCM Holiday Party and
Silent Auction. We will look into the possibility of having an alternate event at a later
date, perhaps in spring of 2021.

Membership Corner                                 
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

Thank you to the members of our committee who called newer club members this
month to remind them of our virtual meeting on July 15. This has been a difficult time
to make sure all of our members feel included. If any of you have suggestions for
keeping us all connected, please call or email me.

Thank you especially to Judy Brooke for this month's new member profile.

WELCOME AL BOULDUC

Al attended his first meeting in March as a guest of Peter Olin. Al is a member of the
Arboretum and got to know Peter when traveling with him on the trips Peter
sponsored.

Al worked in maintenance at the Archer Daniel Midland flour mill at 38th and
Hiawatha for 35 years. After retirement, he and his wife enjoyed traveling until her
death two years ago. Since then, Al has come out of retirement and is currently
working for a contractor in residential housing.

Born and raised in South Minneapolis, Al inherited the love of gardening from his
parents. His father grew up on a farm in rural Hennepin County and Al's grandparents
owned a greenhouse in Golden Valley. At the Edina home where he's lived for the
past 23 years, Al raises a fair amount of natives in the back yard with mostly
perennials and a few annuals in the front. He has a banana plant at the end of his
driveway. When asked about his favorite plant or flower, Al named the lantana flower
which he grows in containers. He especially likes it because it attracts the bees,
butterflies and hummingbirds.

Every member bring a member.

Treasurer's Snapshot                                 
Bill Clark, Treasurer



As of July 17, 2020:

Checking Account: 

Checks paid

Deposits

Ending balance 

 $      398.00

$       791.00

$  54,752.77

Deane Fund: $ 70,073.93

Total Funds $124,826.75

2020 Meeting & Event Calendar

August 22 & 23
Photo Show

September 8
Winter Gardens
Alan Branhagen

October 13
The Evolving Garden as
We Age
Roseanne Malevich

November 10
Caring for Trees
Gary Johnson

December 8
Holiday Party & Silent
Auction
Cancelled

2020 Officers & Directors



Club Officers

President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Vice President
Phoenix Heller
Minneapolis

Membership Secretary
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka

Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka

Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis

Directors

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis

Linda Thompson
Minneapolis
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