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September 8 Zoom Meeting Preview                               
 

WINTER GARDENS

Presented by Alan Branhagen, Director of Operations, 

Landscape Arboretum

7:30 Tuesday, September 8

Alan will talk about winter gardens in Minnesota. If you
missed it, he also had an article on native plants in the
Sunday, August 30 Star Tribune.

Look for an email with your link to the Zoom meeting.

From the President                                 
Linda Wilkins

We've long recognized gardens to be therapeutic and their restorative qualities in
health, strength, and creating an overall sense of well-being. The poet William
Wordsworth studied nature and its influence on the mind. He wrote that we need to
be emotionally grounded in order to process life. He added that gardening promotes
"Emotion recollected in tranquility." In my experience, gardening has helped me
recover from the effects of grief and has helped me cope with other stages of my life
that mirror the cycles of nature. From the anticipation of that first beautiful bloom in
the spring, to the changing colors and falling leaves in preparation for winter, this is a
constant reminder of the cycles of life.

The best part? Every garden needs a gardener, and here we are. And what a garden
we enjoyed recently as we met surrounded by the beauty of Bette and Curt Fenton's
garden. We had a great time visiting with each another while keeping our social
distance. Special thanks to Gary Geister and Mary Maynard for their discussion about
the opportunities and challenges of gardening during this season of COVID. I
thoroughly enjoyed Gary's latest works of art. His cement pots are beautiful. 

Bob Olsen was unable to make it, but he offered these words about the joys and
challenges he's faced:

https://www.startribune.com/arboretum-expert-offers-a-guide-to-the-plants-that-belong-in-minnesota-gardens/572250362/


"Last year my neighbor, Brad, an amateur naturalist, told us at our 4th of July picnic
that the annual "Toadlet March" was occurring. He said that each year there is a crop
of tiny toads coming out of the marsh created by the small park that was turned into a
water catchment basin. There was a bumper crop last year and thousands were
crossing the paved walkway around the slough seeking a home in the adjacent
woods. A group of bored children were sent down to capture some and they returned
ecstatic holding plastic bags with dozens of tiny toadlets. We spread them about the
garden, and during the summer while weeding, occasionally I'd encounter a toad
scurrying away from me. The remarkable thing was it was the first summer in memory
when I had no slug problem. The toads seem to have eaten them before they could
get to my hostas!"

Our meeting on Tuesday, September 8 will be via Zoom, and we'll hear from Alan
Branhagen who is Director of Operations at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. He
will be talking on keeping your garden beautiful over winter. It should be quite
interesting.

During this unprecedented time in our lives, remember that not only can we look to
our family and friends for strength and solace, but we also have our gardens.

See you in the garden.

Lyndale Park Gardens/Mixed Border Garden              
Kay Wolfe, Chair

HISTORY OF THE MGCM/MWGCM SUPPORTING LYNDALE PARK      
                                                                                                           

The MWGCM has a long history of community service in Minneapolis' Lyndale Park
dating back to 1952. 
 
If you're not familiar with Lyndale Park, it's near Lake Harriet and is also home to the
Rose Garden and Peace Garden. The "Lyndale Park" name came from William King's



Lyndale Farm, which once surrounded Lake Harriet. Around 1890, King donated
much of the land for Lyndale Park, as well as most of the land around Lake Harriet, to
the Minneapolis Park Board. King named his farm after his father, Lyndon King, a
preacher from upstate New York, and the name of the park was stipulated when the
land was donated.
 
The Men's Garden Club of Minneapolis was founded in 1942. To celebrate their tenth
anniversary in 1952, the club planned a civic interest project. They donated and
planted a new variety of crabapple tree in Lyndale Park. A park board brochure stated
200 trees were planted, but the number could be questioned, since MGCM members
have told me 50 were planted, and we do not have records of the actual plants. Four
MPRB commissioners who were also MGCM members directed the planting.
 
This history is documented in the Garden Spray newsletters. You can see a summary
of the project in the April 1952 Garden Spray (scroll to page 5).

In July of 2008 the club held an outdoor dinner program in Lyndale Park. Members
spoke about the history of the club's projects there. We took a walking tour, and there
were three of the 1952 crabapples still growing. Today all of these trees are gone.
 
Now MWGCM has three Lyndale Park Public Garden Committees continuing the
"long range civic interest activity" legacy of "contributing to the beautification of the
city."

Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade Gardens              
Carol Schreier & Kirky Otto, Co-chairs

COLOR IN THE GARDEN

Gardens this summer seem very lush and colors intense.
Have the rain and heat caused this? Do the pandemic
and other earth-shattering problems make them seem
brighter? Is climate change causing plants to develop
differently? Is it all my imagination?

I don't think it's imagination. Many have said the same
thing, including unusual numbers of people strolling the
Lyndale Park gardens which the club has been
developing and tending for decades.

Some plants have bloomed earlier than usual, providing
color combinations we didn't expect when we started
selecting plants.

The photo on the west edge of the shade garden features pink and white peonies
which had been in the area. They and intensely blue iris bloom together. The lady's

http://www.mwgcm.org/MGCM/1950s_files/Apr%2052%20Spray.pdf


mantle in the lower right corner was moved there, as were hostas that surround the
Bee Hotel. In the dappled light under the club's crabapple trees, blossoms sparkle.

Bright red cardinal flower in the original native garden and the new rain garden are
matched by royal catchfly to the east. That was intentional. What we didn't expect
was the timing of butterfly weed between two groups -- a flush of orange enhancing
powerful reds amid the greenery.

These are a few of the colors shining in the gardens at the moment. Color changes
fast -- visit the gardens often, and enjoy new views.

--Kirky Otto

Photo: Kirky Otto

An Evening in Bette & Curt Fenton's Gardens               

We had perfect weather for our August gathering,
and Bette and Curt Fenton's gardens provided a
lovely setting. There was enough room so that we
could stay socially distant, but still cozy enough
that we felt like a community. It was so nice to see
fellow club members in person.
 
Our program had two parts: Gary Geister and
Mary Maynard (me!) led a short discussion about
gardening in the time of COVID. Mary came with
a few bullet points on a note card, things like (1) curbside pickup at Wagners; (2) no
browsing at local garden stores; (3) no need to know the variety names of plants,
since there were no flower shows. Robert Kean recommended walking through our
own neighborhoods, since the paths around the lakes or Minnehaha Creek are so
busy. Robert and his wife Mary have discovered beautiful gardens on their walks right
in their neighborhood.
 

Gary came with several pages of notes and a table
full of props. Since he has not been able to play
tennis , and he and JoAnne can't go ballroom
dancing (except with each other at home, I
suppose), he decided to make his own pots using
cement and cloth. They were stunning. If you search
YouTube for "How to Make a Cement Pot with
Cloth," you can find videos showing the basic
techniques. I'd recommend checking in with Gary for

tips based on his experience. One tip I remember: it's messy, so be prepared.
 
Later, Lloyd Wittstock and Andy Marlow presented the winners of this year's Photo
Show. We have some very talented photographers in the club, and we are always



Best of Show
"Yellow Tulip"

Mary Barsness

looking for more entrants. 

After the festivities ended, I discovered that I had locked my
keys in the trunk of my car (don't ask). I will always be
grateful to Paul and Marsha Theis, who went way out of their
way to give me a ride home.

-- Mary Maynard

Photos: Andy Marlow & Lloyd Wittstock

See all the 2020 Photo Show winners.

Deane Fund Grant Applications due October 15               

Dear Members,
 
COVID-19 has caused massive disruption in our lives. Not having regular club or
committee meetings has contributed to a disruption of communication and action in
the Deane Fund Committee. On behalf of the committee, I'd like to bring you up to
date.
 
The Deanne Fund is provided by the generous donation by the Deane Family.
Several years ago our board developed criteria for the distribution of Deane Fund
monies. Here is a highlight of the criteria for Deane Fund Grants.
 

The Deanne Fund will fund grants up to a maximum of $6,000.00 each year
($3,000 for non-members).
The grants are to be used for unique/startup projects, not to fund ongoing
committee work.
The grant is for one year.
Applicants must submit a detailed budget for requested funds.
The selected recipient(s) of the Deane Fund Grant(s) will be announced at the
Holiday Party. (Due to COVID, this year an alternative announcement will be
arranged.)
Recipient(s) of the Deanne Fund will update the club on the progress of each
project. 

Normally, applications are due July 1. Due to our unique situation this year, please
submit requests by Thursday, October 15. Information and application forms can be
found on our website. Feel free to contact me with questions.
 
Thanks,
Mary Barsness

https://gardenclubmpls.org/photo-show/
https://gardenclubmpls.org/deane-fund/
mailto:marybarsness@gmail.com


Deane Fund Grant Update                                
Mollie Dean

GARLIC PROJECT UPDATE

All the garlic grown with funds given to the 2020 Deane
Fund recipient has been harvested. The
Plant/Grow/Share gardeners have given some garlic
heads to the Central Neighborhood residents for eating
and some as part of a healing bundle of herbs. They
have also saved some of the bulbs for planting next
year's crop later this fall.

The original plan was to have many classes in gardening
and promoting strengthening the community. The spring
and summer classes were cancelled due to the
pandemic. However, the project leaders are now
prepared to create an online class for this fall.

Lane, in the picture, will be the leader for the class. The picture was taken in the
Hosmer Garden on 38th Street and 4th Avenue South where many vegetables are
grown for Plant/Grow/Share. The garlic is a small but important part of the entire 
garden.

Photo: Mollie Dean

Marketing & Publicity                                
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair

THINGS TO DO IN LATE SUMMER/EARLY FALL

From apples to wildflowers, Becky's list 

has something to please every gardener.

https://files.constantcontact.com/c1f3f107501/6467da70-02c8-4649-be4f-8cdc8ee6a2ba.pdf


Membership Committee                                 
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

Late breaking news: the club gained five new members in August. We look forward to
formally welcoming Elly Grace, Carolyn Germaine, Lizzy Baker, Jenn Hovland and
Neil Kapphan soon.

Every member bring a member.

Board Meeting Highlights                                 
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary

Highlights from the July 29, 2020 Board Meeting:
 
The Board discussed a membership event on August 18 to replace cancelled events.
The event would feature a social distancing picnic, and highlight the annual Photo
Contest.
 
With the resignation of Phoenix Heller as vice-president, the Board will need to find a
replacement, as well as assist in planning the 2021 Program. The Nominating
 Committee will also recruit officers and directors.
 
See a complete copy of the minutes.

Treasurer's Snapshot                                 
Bill Clark, Treasurer

 

http://things%20to%20do.png/
https://files.constantcontact.com/c1f3f107501/5a1e8aa2-e37b-4f13-a37d-8847e97b382a.pdf


As of August 24, 2020:

U.S. Bank

Checking Account: 

Checks paid
                              
Deposits

Ending balance 

 

$      1,430.55

$             6.08

$    51,631.02
 

Royal Credit Union

Deane Fund: $    70,178.09

Total Funds $   121,809.11

2020 Meeting & Event Calendar

September 8
Winter Gardens
Alan Branhagen

October 13
The Evolving Garden as We Age
Roseanne Malevich

November 10
Caring for Trees
Gary Johnson

2020 Officers & Directors

Club Officers
 
President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Vice President
(Open)

Membership Secretary

Directors

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis

Linda Thompson
Minneapolis



Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka

Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka

Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis
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