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September Meeting

Developing Apples at the University of Minnesota

Presented by Peter Moe, Director of the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Tuesday, September 14

6:45 Business Meeting
7:00 Program

Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
3600 Hennepin Avenue South
Minneapolis

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3600+Hennepin+Avenue+South+%0D%0A+Minneapolis?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3600+Hennepin+Avenue+South+%0D%0A+Minneapolis?entry=gmail&source=g


Note: There will not be a dinner this month. However, it is important that you email
David Voss by 4:00 p.m. Friday, September 10, and let him know if you plan to attend
in person. The number of people responding will determine if we hold the meeting in
person or on Zoom.

From the President
Linda Wilkins

Aren’t these days beautiful? Even though we’ve had little rain and scorching hot weather,
the gardens are simply beautiful. We have so many opportunities to see them right now
with our garden tours, visiting the Arboretum or other public gardens, or just driving by
selected areas of the city. The FFF Show again displayed how talented our gardeners
are.

In spite of all the Delta variant, we’re going to get together for our September meeting.
Peter Moe, Director of the Arboretum, will be talking to us on the history of apples. And
there will be samples of some remarkable Minnesota apples.

NOTE: Although we are meeting and having Peter Moe presenting at Lakewood
(providing there are enough members who will attend) there will be no dinner
service due to the COVID virus. We are asking you please RSVP to David Voss by
4:00 p.m., Friday, September 10, so we can have a count of how many will be there
in person.

In November we’re having an “Ask the Expert” panel. If you have a puzzling situation,
plant question or some other gardening conundrum, please send me an email (Linda
Wilkins). We’ll ask the experts, and it will benefit the entire group. Mary Barsness will be
our emcee for the program.

This season we’ll have a new caterer since Mark is no longer in business. Heather’s, a
very successful restaurant on 5201 Chicago, will be our first caterer. Our meals will cost
$16 and the reservations should be sent in to David Voss before 4:00 p.m. on the Friday
before the meeting. Let him know at that time if you’d like to be a regular, and you won’t
have to call in every month for a reservation. However, if you do not show up, you will be
charged for not cancelling.

We have a new chairperson for the Hospitality Committee. Her name is Jenny Bodner.
If you have any questions or would like to be a member of this committee, please email
Jenny. Other members are sorely needed, and thank you in advance.

See you at Lakewood.

Planting a seed is to have hope for the future.
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Flower, Food & Foto Show
Judy Berglund, Chair

FFF Show makes a successful return in 2021

A big thank you goes out to everyone who participated in our 2021 FFF Show. It was a
great success again this year in spite of COVID and the drought. I also want to thank the
committee members that worked so hard setting up the show and hosting
Congratulations to all our 2021 FFF Show winners:

Dr. Bob Olson advocates Mary Maynard and Judy Berglund

Best of Show (Flower & Vegetable): Arnie Sachs (Dalia 'JS Jenny')

Champion Vegetable: Paul & Marsha Theis (garlic)
Reserve Champion Vegetable: Judy Berglund (Lavendar, 'Munstead')
Featured Vegetable: Judy Berglund (lavender)
Vegetable Sweepstakes: Robert Kean
Second Most Points: Mary Maynard
Third Most Points: Judy Berglund

Champion Flower: Arnie Sachs (Dahlia, 'JS Jenny')



Reserve Champion Flower: Paul & Marsha Theis (Hydrangea, 'Tardiva')
Featured Flower: Sue Clark (Cosmos, 'Double-Click')
Flower Sweepstakes: Gary Geister
Second Most Points: Mary Barsness
Third Most Points: Paul & Marsha Theis

Best First-time Exhibitor (Flower & Vegetable): Pamela Marie

Best Photo in Show: David McKeen
Reserve Champion Photo: David McKeen
Photo Sweepstakes: David McKeen
Second Most Points: Mary Barsness
Third Most Points: Linda Thompson

David Voss Judging is serious business.

Photography Committee
Lloyd Wittstock, Chair

FFF Photo Contests Return from Cyberspace to the Arb

Not only did the digital portion of the club’s photo contest make its way back to the FFF
Show, but the print contest also emerged from its one-year hiatus. A monitor displayed
all 152 digital prints while visitors cast paper ballots for their favorite print on the display
board.

Judge Andy Marlow found David McKeen’s milkweed photo (which David said he picked
from an entire array of shots of opening pods) to be the best in show, and he awarded
reserve champion status to David’s sunflower and to Mary Barsness' perfectly-
highlighted magnolia blossom. He also selected 13 other first place entries in 13
categories, 16 second place and 15 third place.

David edged out Mary by one point in the digital competition, with Linda Thompson in
third place overall. Congratulations to them and our thanks to all the entrants.



As for the print display, the verdict was clear. First of all, several of the ballots included
compliments to the entire show, so clearly people were pleased to return in person. The
largest number of votes went to Gary Geister’s Benary’s coral zinnia and frog. A print of
the same winning magnolia blossom by Mary Barsness received the second most votes.
Tied for third were Gary Geister's 'Brittany Rey' dahlia and Mary Barsness, with "I Spy,"
another frog-inclusive print.

In the words of many a local paper, a good time was had by all.

Award winners will be added to our website's Photo Show Archive in the near future.

Lyndale Park Gardens/Mixed Border Garden
Kay Wolfe, Chair

By the time many of you read this,
Labor Day, the traditional end of
summer, will be close upon us. As
always, we reflect on how quickly the
summer passed and, at the same
time, wonder what this gardening
season actually was in light of the lack
of rain and presence of oppressive
heat. Even August nighttime
temperatures offered little relief. Still,
one of our brilliant and optimistic
leaders, Cece Keefe, recently pointed
out how wonderful it was to work in
the absence of mosquitoes!

"Cece in
spring,
before we
knew what
the summer
would
bring."

Those of us at the Mixed Border Garden sweated through the usual chores of planting,
pruning, mulching and, of course, weeding. As always, the garden remained a showcase
of color, shape and texture. Yes, many annuals and perennials were droopy at times and
not quite as tall as expected, but we still savored those brilliant zinnias, multicolored
salvias, and variegated coleus and the diverse greenery of shrubs large and small.
People walking by continued to extol and admire and ask that never-tiresome question,
“Can you tell me what this is?” The silent monarchs and swallowtails thanked us in their
unique way.

Summer may be ending, but we are not done. Where else can one find both
camaraderie and solitude in surroundings that embrace all of our senses? And where
else can we learn concepts both of resilience and the absolute necessity of addressing
climate change?

Finally, a special shout out to Erik from the Park Board and his always timely assistance
providing the necessary tools and materials as well as watering when we couldn’t be



there.

See you next month---unless you see us first.

-- Paul Waytz

Lyndale Park Gardens/Native & Shade Gardens
Carol Schreier & Mary Helebrant, Co-chairs

This summer has been one of many challenges – oppressive heat, unrelenting drought,
wasps and bees. In spite of this, the gardens are beautiful as they come into late
summer/early fall profusions of bloom. Thanks to Eric and his watering and more
watering, most of the plants have survived.

The wasp/bee challenges deserve explanation. An impressive wasp nest in the easterly
white pine has been constructed by bald-faced hornets. They are a species of yellow-
jacket wasps, Dolichovespula maculata, aggressive if their space is invaded. The nest is
the size of a basketball and hangs 10 to 12 feet above the ground. The queen winters
over; the rest of the colony dies in the fall. Such is the privilege of royalty. Thankfully, the
Park Board staff has fenced off an area beneath the nest with appropriate warning signs.
We have grown accustomed to working around ground bee nests. There is one each
summer in the area of the main path marked with a small white flag. They are also
aggressive if aroused.

We almost broke into song and dance when we arrived this week to find another form of
signage banning hammocking. These signs are situated under the beloved white pines
and in the small grove of crab apple trees in front of the rain garden. The Park Board
moves in strange and often slow ways. We first attended a Park Board Meeting to
describe the damage done by hammockers to the trees three years ago. We advocated
for restriction. We were promised follow through and heard nothing until now. We are
grateful.

Feedback on the self-guided walking tour has been positive. If you haven’t taken it we
encourage you to do so, in the gardens or listening at home . Our leadership transition
has gone smoothly. We are glad to have Mary with her considerable knowledge of plants
and able leadership skills as our new co-chair. Groups, like gardens, evolve and change
– and flourish!

-- Carol Schreier

Board Meeting Highlights
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary
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Highlights from the August 4, 2021 Board Meeting

The Board discussed our upcoming September membership meeting and whether we
will be able to hold it in person or via Zoom. We have concerns about the rise in COVID
cases and the new Delta variant. We also discussed the options with the new caterer.

The Board also extends a welcome to Jenny Bodner as the new chair of the Hospitality
Committee.

Read the complete minutes.

Treasurer's Snapshot
Bill Clark, Treasurer

As of August 17, 2021

U.S. Bank Balance:

Royal Credit
Deane Fund:        

Total Club Funds:

$43,673.44

$71,150.46

$114,823.90

2021 Meetings & Events

September 14
Developing Apples at theUniversity of
Minnesota
Peter Moe
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
(tentative)

October 12
Container Decorating
Lynn Messman
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
(tentative)

November 9
Ask the Experts
MWGCM Member Panel
Lakewood Cemetery Mausoleum
(tentative)

December 14
Annual Holiday Party
TBA



2021 Club Officers & Directors

Club Officers

President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Vice President
David Voss
Arden Hills

Membership Secretary
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka

Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka

Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis

Directors

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis

Linda Thompson
Minneapolis
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