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December Meeting Preview

Our Zoom Holiday Party

Tuesday, December 8

"Decorate Your Home with Plants for the
Holidays" with Karen Bachman Thull
Scholarship winners
Deane Fund Grants
2020 Photo Show
The Bob & Andy Show

Look for an email with a link to the Zoom
meeting.

From the President
Linda Wilkins



It took a while, but I have learned to communicate with my dog, Milo and we
understand each other very well. Just as we learn to understand our pets, we can
learn to understand our plants. They constantly let us know how they are doing. If
all is well, they stand up tall, the leaves look thick and green, the soil looks dark
and moist, and it is as if they are smiling. But if there are changes in the light, soil,
fertilizer or water, they let us know quickly. Bringing plants inside during cold
weather will usually produce some temporary changes to look for. For example:

Leaves turning yellow? Your plant is saying you are not watering enough, you are
watering too much or not regularly. All plants should be in pots with holes in the
bottom to avoid root rot. Take a look at the type of plant. Tropicals require more
and consistent watering while succulents, and cacti require much less. They all
need food and water, but knowing each individual plant's needs will bring you
success.

Spots? Are leaves getting black or brown spots. Are the leaves and stems look
water soaked? You may need to adjust the watering schedule. Making sure the
plant is not sitting in water might remedy the situation. If not, trim the discolored
leaves and repot in a clean, slightly larger pot and make sure the plant has plenty
of circulation.

Few blooms, small leaves, defoliation, little growth, spindly stems? Your plant could
be letting you know that it is not getting enough light or it might be hungry for a little
fertilizer. Consider supplementing the natural light with artificial light. Once you find
the ideal lighting, trim off the damaged leaves.

If you have addressed your plant’s sign of stress and nothing changes, it might
mean that somebody else—like mites or aphids—has as found residence in your
plant. Using a nonchemical remedy for pests is better for the plant and the
environment. We don’t want our plants to become weak which make them more
susceptible to infections. It’s fun and rewarding to watch our houseplants grow in
the winter, once we understand what they are telling us.

Our Tuesday, December 8 meeting will be our Zoom Holiday Party. Karen
Bachman Thull will show us how to decorate our homes for the holidays. Lloyd
Wittstock will show winning photos from the 2020 Photo Show; our scholarship
winners will be announced and Bob and Andy will add their holiday wisdom.

At our Zoom program on January 12, we will meet Cece and Steve Cope who are
the chairs of the Normandale Japanese Garden. And on February 9, we will hear
Barbara Werness talk about the joys of growing African violets.

From the Editors



Nancy Felice & Tom McKusick, Co-editors

"Please do not adjust your sets."

If this month’s Garden Spray looks different,
there’s a reason…or two. When I began to set
up this month’s issue I discovered our vendor
had “upgraded” their site. Long story short, I
couldn’t use the previous format as-is, so I was
forced to “upgrade” too. They’ve made it easier
in some ways, but as you know, most software
upgrades take some getting used to. So please
be patient while I make a few tweaks to the
Spray. If you have any comments or
suggestions, feel free to let me know.

Many things have changed this year, and
certainly not all of them would be considered
“upgrades.” However, being forced to look at old
patterns in new ways can lead to positive
changes.

Happy holidays and best wishes for an upgraded
2021.

-- Nancy Felice

Lyndale Park Gardens/Mixed Border Garden
Kay Wolfe, Chair

Happy Holidays
From Our Garden to Yours

Mixed Border Committee
Kay Wolfe, chair; Mollie Dean, Don Doeksen,
James Empson, Robert Kean, Cece Keefe, Kate
Ladner, Randee Lee, Kathy Lenarz, Beate
Lundstrom, Kris Olson, M.T. Pulley, Rodger
Sefelt, Steve Shubick, Paul Waytz, Lizzy Baker



Plant Sale Committee
Gary Geister, Chair

When you shop our next annual plant sale, why
not try Cipolla’s Pride from our very own club
member Larry Cipolla. The seeds are being sold
through Johnny’s Selected Seeds in Winslow,
Maine. Becky DeLaCruz brought this to my
attention, and I plan to order these tomato seeds
along with other seeds I normally order from
Johnny’s. I will have the tomato plants for sale at
our 2021 Plant Sale. Cipolla’s Pride will be a
great addition to your tomato crop for next year.

Read the history of Cipolla's Pride.

Photos by Larry Cipolla
Top: Cut, cleaned, and ready for freezing.
Bottom: The round or "baseball" shape, usually 4-5"
wide. 

Marketing & Publicity Committee
Becky DeLaCruz, Chair

Please support businesses that have donated to
the MWGCM Scholarship Program

The COVID-19 outbreak has resulted in difficult times for many businesses which
are vital and unique to our communities. I would like to ask everyone to think about
supporting the businesses (especially the small and/or local businesses) that have
supported our scholarship program by donating products for our annual silent
auction for the last three-plus years. While it’s easy to feel powerless in a time like
this, there are things we can do to support these businesses.

1. Order takeout or delivery. Most restaurants have curbside pickup or
delivery options. Now’s the perfect time to order from your favorite restaurant,
or try somewhere new.

2. Purchase gift cards to use later. This will help bridge the cash-flow gap for
those businesses.

3. Shop remotely, shop online. Many businesses offer the option to shop



through their website, Facebook, by phone or by mail. Online purchases are
a great way to support businesses without leaving home.

4. Write good reviews. Post positive reviews of your favorite local and/or small
businesses. Facebook, Google and Yelp are all good options.

5. Utilize social media. “Follow,” “Like,” “Share,” “Comment” and spread the
news of your favorite businesses to your friends.

6. Be understanding. Some businesses have been forced to temporarily or
permanently close. Know that each business is different and they are doing
what’s best for them. Try to support them in any way possible. Reach out to
the business owners or employees to ask how they are doing or to simply let
them know you support their decisions. It means a lot.

These simple steps can help businesses improve cash flow, keep employees on
payroll or just boost morale. Thanks for any support you can provide to businesses
that have assisted the MWGCM in the past.
These businesses have donated products and/or gift cards to the MWGCM
Silent Auction Scholarship Program.

Winter Activities

Looking for winter activities to brighten your days? Here's the latest list.

Membership Corner
Kathy Lenarz, Chair

Welcome Jenn Hovland

Jenn joined MWGCM in August after finding our website and thinking she would
enjoy our group.

Growing up in Elk River, gardening was part of everyday life. Jenn’s mother grew
flowers and vegetables, and she helped out.

She moved to Minneapolis where she attended the University of Minnesota, did
office work at the U of M after graduation and married. While still in her 20's, she
started gardening on her own. Although her degree was in Scandinavian Studies
(she had been a high school exchange student in Sweden), after graduation she
took many university classes that were related to horticulture. She continues to
enjoy reading anything plant related, and her husband often comments "Don't you
read anything else?"

After about a decade in Minneapolis, Jenn and her husband moved to Stillwater to



raise their two daughters. One is a junior in high school and one a college junior in
Virginia who is back in Minnesota doing remote learning.

Jenn has a floral design business and her garden interests include dahlias,
annuals, and greenhouse growing. She was able to attend our club gathering in
August and has joined a couple of our Zoom presentations. Like all of us, she is
looking forward to next year and more in-person events.

Check your directory listing

As we prepare to turn the calendar page to 2021 (thank goodness!), we want to
make sure we have your correct contact information. Please check your 2020
Directory listing. If there are updates or corrections, please email me, Kathy
Lenarz, or fill out the online form available at 2021 Membership Update Form.
Fill in your name, email address, and any other information you would like to
update.

We plan to send a list of updates including new member information early next
year. However, we will not publish a new paper directory since so many of the
activities normally listed are not yet planned due to the pandemic.

Zoom is available for all MWGCM groups and committees

Somehow, I ended up hosting our recent Zoom presentations. It is not difficult, and
the MWGCM Zoom account is available for all our groups and committees to use.
Are you a committee chair and want to set up a meeting for your committee or
workgroup? Just have a member of your group contact me and I will help set things
up. Seeing faces can really add more fun to virtual gatherings in these strange
times.

Correction

My apologies to Robert Kean. In the November Spray list of members being
recognized for their length of membership, I somehow added an "e" to the end of
his surname. Again, we appreciate Robert’s thirty years of significant contributions
to MWGCM.

Every member bring a member.

Board Meeting Highlights
Sue Clark, Recording Secretary



October 22, 2020

The board discussed plans for the December Membership Event/Meeting.

An update from the Plant Sale Committee, with the plans for the 2021online sale, was
discussed.

The board discussed options and plans for our 2021 Program, with the Membership
Meetings to continue as Zoom meetings, for at least the first part of the year.

Read the complete minutes.

November 5, 2020

The board approved the four individuals recommended by the Scholarship Committee for
scholarship awards. The board also approved grants for two Deane Fund project
applications. These awards will be announced at the December Membership Event,

The board also approved Steve Shubick’s proposal for the Veterans' Memorial Courtyard
Gardens to be a club legacy project.

Read the complete minutes.

Treasurer's Snapshot
Bill Clark, Treasurer

As of November 20, 2020

U.S. Bank Balance:  $48,346.25

Royal Credit
Deane Fund:        $70,449.41

Total Club Funds: $118,795.66

2021 Meetings & Events



January 12
Normandale Japanese Gardens
Cece & Steve Cope
Zoom meeting

February 9
African Violets
Barbara Werness
Zoom meeting

2020 & 2021 Club Officers & Directors

Club Officers

President
Linda Wilkins
Richfield

Vice President
David Voss
Arden Hills

Membership Secretary
Kathy Lenarz
Richfield

Recording Secretary
Sue Clark
Minnetonka

Treasurer
Bill Clark
Minnetonka

Past President
Anne Spenningsby
Minneapolis

Directors

Mary Barsness
Prior Lake

Suzanne Holt
Minneapolis

Linda Thompson
Minneapolis
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